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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the meri oly The king shall joy in thy strength, O 
Jehovah ; and in thy salvation how greatly shall he rejoice !—Psalm 
at: t. 


1. July 4.—Absalom’s Failure .........+.. 2 Sam. 18: 1-15 
2. wy 11.—Solomon Anointed King. . .. . 1 Kings 1:1 to2: 12 
3- 18.—Solomon Chooses Wisdom ...... 1 on FE 14°15 
4 july 2g5.—Solomon Dedicates the Temple . : Kings 8 : 1-53 
5 Fe ~ # 1.—The Queen of Sheba Visits 
a NE oa 1 Kings 10 : 1-10, 13 
6. August 8.—The Kingdom Torn Asunder . . . . 1 Kings 12 : 1-24 
. August 15.— eroboam Leads Israel into Sin . . 1 Kings 12 : 25-33 
f August 22.—Asa’s Good Reign ........ 2 Chron. 15: 1-15 
9. August 29.—God’s Care of Elijah. ....... 1 Kings 17 : I -16 


10, September 5.—Elijah and the Prophets of Baal . t Kings 18 : 16-40 
zr. September 12.—Elijah’s Flight and Return, . ee Kings 19 
12. September 19.—-Defeat through Drunkenness (Tem- 

perance Lesson) . t Kings 20: 1-21 
13. September 26.—Review : Obedience and Kingship . Read Psa. 72 
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The Infidel 
By S. A. Wardlow 


IDST the abundance of a garden’s wealth 
Grew one unruly branch, perversely wild, 
That heeded not the Gard’ner’s gentle 
hand, 
Resisted all His training’s careful art, 
And, owning but its mad desire’s rule, 
Burst when it willed into rebellious bloom. 


When, for His garlands gathering blooms 

The rarest, fullest, came the Gardener, 

Culling the choicest flowers that had grown * 
To perfect éfflorescence ’neath His care, 
Choosing but these from His rich garden’s store 
He passed the dwarfed and blighted rebel by. 


Then, knowing not its imperfection dire, 
Resultant of its own rebellious sin, 

The warped, defective branch lamented loud 
Against its Fate’s injustice to the wind, 
Saying, “I know Him not: He comes not near. 
I bloom in vain: there is no Gardener.” 











Knowledge, or Christ ? 

Do those who know the most necessarily live 
the best lives? If so, education will save the. world. 
John R. Mott, in discussing various solutions that 
are proposed for meeting the peril of the ‘‘ unprece- 


dented world situation’’ of the last few years has 
said: ‘‘Others say that education is the secret of 
making the world a safe place. Japan is one of the 
best educated countries, but it is one of the greatest 
dangers of the world. .. . When I was in Japan re- 
cently I found her rulers burdened with solicitude be- 
cause of the break-down in character of their men in 
public life. . . . Education simply sharpens the tools 
and makes us more proficient in using them."’ Mere 
education has never added to any man, and never 
will, an atom of real righteousness. The reason for 
this is that man by nature is bad, sinful, evil ; and the 
new birth, not new knowledge, is the only hope of his 
being a better man. The illiterate soul who knows 


neither the alphabet nor the multiplication table, 
but who knows Jesus Christ, is worth more to God 
and men than an army of trained intellects to whom 
the latest researches of human science are as a, b, c. 
Education has its immense place in this life,—but 
always and only as an accompaniment of service, 
never as the foundation. 


x 
The Thoughtfulness Habit 


Thoughtfulness is needed most when there is not 
time to be thoughtful. A missionary who toa re- 
markable degree has the mind of Christ and His own 
thoughtfulness, in writing to a friend in America apol- 
ogized for his possible neglect in not doing s«~iething 
that he felt he should have done, ‘‘If I did not do 
it,"’ he wrote, ‘‘it was because this is a little the busiest 
year I have ever lived. I know that does not excuse 
me, but I am not able to be both busy and thoughtful, 
It is a thing that I long to learn.’’ This missionary 
knew that no matter how busy the life there always zs 
time to be thoughtful. The crowded minutes of our 
Lord's earthly life never crowded out thoughtfulness. 
If we let Christ take our thoughts into captivity, he 
will send them always on their proper errands, 


= 
Trusting Without Proof 


To feel that we can trust God better after he has 
done for us something that we sorely need is to insult 
God. God's works do not add to his trustworthiness. 
We do not ask our truest human friends to prove their 
word to us. If one whom we love and we know to be 
true tells us that he will do a certain thing for us, we 
do not reply, ‘‘Well, after you have done it I shall 
know that you mean what you say."’ Human friend- 
ship would not last long on such a basis. Yet we con- 
stantly, though often unconsciously, treat God in that 
way. Hesaystous, ‘‘ My grace is sufficient for thee.’’ 


By this we know that he means that in the particular 
need of this moment, in which we are so helpless and 
which means defeat or ruin for us unless we can find 
some way out, Ae is taking upon himself the entire re- 
sponsibility of meeting the need for us triumphantly. 
He tells us that he will see to it, in his omnipotence 
and with his inexhaustible resources, that we do not 
fail. And we say that we shall feel easier about be- 
lieving this after God has really shown us the way out 
and has plainly provided all that we now lack, We 
cannot quite believe that he is true, in other words, 
until he proves it. The worst of this is that so long 
as we ask God to prove himself trustworthy he cannot 
do for us the great things that we need and that he is 
longing todo. Only when we trust him completely 
without any evidence can he pile up the evidences in 
our life. Shall we not now and forever give God the 
same standing, in our confidence, as we give our best 
human friends, in order that he may do for us that 
which our best human friends can never do? 


x 
The Two “Lets” 


Is your life a daily experience of overwhelming 
satisfaction with what God is doing for you? With 
most people it is not. The average life is the dissatis- 
fied life. That is because most people have not 
learned the secret of life. One who has cannot live 
an ‘‘average"’ life. The best of it is that the secret 
of the life of fullest Christian salvation, power and 
victory is so simple that any one who will can have it 
all, The pastor of The Moody Church, Chicago, the 
Rev. Paul Rader, has said that it is all summed up 
in the words, ‘‘Let go and let God.’’ When we 
‘+ let go’’ we give up to God all there is of ourselves. 
When we ‘let God'’ we take from him all there is 
of himself,—and with him all else that he has to give 
us. Then life becomes an unbroken song of thanks- 
giving. The word ‘ dissatisfied’’ drops out of our 
vocabulary when we use the two ‘lets, "’ 


The Story of the Fir-Tree 


FEW years ago, on the edge of a damp, still fir- 
wood in a Swiss valley, a friend and I found 
something about branches that made us liter- 

ally shout for joy. 

An old fir-stump was our lesson-book. It had de- 
cayed away till only the skeleton was left, and that 
skeleton, in its framing together, showed its secret. 

Up till that day we had thought that branches were 
rooted in some vague way inio the substance of the 
tree, a bit below the bark, just deep enough to hold 
them fast, and that somehow from the woody fiber 
around the sap flowed into them. But here they 
were, with nothing vague about them; each had, 
within the bark, a great shoulder that would resist all 
attempts at wrenching out ; then it went tapering in- 
ward till it came to the center, and there it was knit 
into a slender upright rod at the very heart that joined 
all together, separate in their individuality, yet abso- 
lutely one. 

And I find from those who know that this is the 
law of branching jor all dicotyledons ; that is, all 
the higher forms of plant life, the vine included ; so 
that this hidden lovely linking, heart to heart, out of 
sight, must have been in the mind of Christ when he 
said to his disciples : ‘I am the vine, ye are the 
branches,"’ 

Now many people have as dim an idea of the 
meaning of those words, and as dim a conception of 
what spiritual life means, as I had about the siruc- 

The Story of the Fir-Tree is the first of a series of three “stories” 
by I. Lilias Trotter, of Algiers, to be published in The Sunday School 
Times as leading editorials. Miss Trotter will be sommmaenel by 
some readers as the author of the remarkable message on “‘ The Door 


of the Date-Stone,”” which was published in the Easter Number of The 
Sunday School Times, March re, 1910. 





ture of the fir-tree before I saw its secret. They think 
that Christianity is a system into which they have 
been welded by heredity, by church-membership, by 
participation in the sacraments; and that, once 
brought there, within the outward circumference of 
professing Christians, the graces and privileges of the 
whole body come to them through this connection, 
And as they only look on it externally, the chief mat- 
ter seems to be the special point in the bark, so to 
speak, where they are inserted! In other words, 
their outward place of contact with the visible church 
of Christ. 

It is not that our outward place is of no conse- 
quence, If we are living branches it is necessary for 
the symmetry of the whole that we should fill the out- 
ward position where God has placed us, But if we 
are dead branches—branches with no individual hid- 
den supply from the unseen source, it matters little 
where we are: there will come the winter storm one 
day that will break off the sapless branches with a 
deadly snap—they will be ‘cast forth’’ and ‘‘ with- 
ered."’ 


Are you living a so-called ‘religious life,’ or are 
you living a life that is drawing its essence from the 
inner springs in the heart of the Son of God ? 

There is something very irksome and dreary about 
that ‘‘ religious life’’ that has never yet touched Him, 
—certain duties, certain restraints, to which you force 
yourself, with a sense of relief when they can be laid 
aside ; and underlying-all, the teasing thought, Is 
this really pleasing to God? Is there any reality 
about it ? 

Follow up that misgiving; our misgivings are 
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recious treasures did we but know it. Let God's 

ord speak, ‘* Dead works’’ are his definition of 
these tedious, treadmill obligations,—as dead as 
would be a withered stick inserted in the stem by a 
drilled hole. 

These divine misgivings have come to you because 
the embryo Spirit-life is waking up, and seeking a 
home; and the home is waiting for it in the very 
heart of Christ. Once linked there, it will be the 
Christ-life on which you can draw as simply as the 
living branches drink their sap from that unseen rod; 
the life will live itself. 

How are they born, these living branches? Where 
do they find their way out? By nature’s imperious, 
beautiful law, at the place of death, In the axil of 
the leaf-stalk, where the glory of the little tree's first 
year goes down to the grave, ¢here the branch-life 
dawns, born from that scar where the leaf fell in its 
sapling days, 

Do our hearts read the story? Dumbly all around 
us in creation lie these hints of Calvary. In the riven 
side of Christ our Lord is the place of the mystical 
grafting of his church to him. ‘* Vitally connected 
with him in the likeness of his death’’ is the true 
significance of Romans 6: 3. 

And for each member of that true, unseen church 
that is the linking point, too. In the heart of the 
Son of God that broke for our sins when their burden 
gathered on him, we find our entrance into the Holiest, 
where the life-springs are set free. Heart to heart, 
the broken heart of the Saviour and the needy 
heart of the sinner, they are knit into oneness with 
that faith-touch. ‘He loved me, and gave himself 
for me."’ 

And out of that oneness flows all grace for time 
and all glory for eternity. If that supreme moment 
has not come yet to your soul, lay down this paper 
and let yourself go to the attraction of the Crucified. 
«*Come now."’ 
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Shall a Christian Take an Oath? 


Kindly give me your opinion as to whether or not the oath 
of allegiance, and the kissing of the Bible in court by wit- 
nesses, could be classed with the oaths forbidden in the 
Bible, in the command ‘' Swear not at all." Also, would 
vou consider that the command, ‘‘ Let your speech be, 
Yea, yea; Nay, nay"’ (Matt. 5 : 37) supports the idea that 
the necessity of resorting to an oath to strengthen an 
assertion should be obviated by statements having back of 
them a simple dignity which truth always gives ?—AN 
ONTARIO READER. 

Paul apparently did not interpret our Lord’s words 
to mean that we should never strengthen our state- 
ments by an appeal to God. He wrote to the Cor- 
inthians (2 Cor. 1 : 23), ‘*1 call God for a witness 
upon my soul that to spare you I forbare to come unto 
Corinth.’’ ‘For God is my witness,’’ he tells the 
Romans, ‘‘ how unceasingly I make mention of you"’ 
(Rom. 1:9). Again, in declaring his interest in the 
Jews, he cries, ‘*1 say the truth in Christ, I lie not’’ 
(Rom. 9 : 1). 

John, in his vision on Patmos, saw an angel who 
‘lifted up his right hand to heaven, and sware by 
him that liveth for ever and ever, who created the 
heaven and the things that are therein, and the earth 
and the things that are therein, and the sea and the 
things that are therein, that there shall be delay no 
longer’’ (Rev. 10 : 5, 6). 

But there is a greater witness than Paul or an angel. 
God himself, ‘‘to show more abundantly unto the 
heirs of the promise the immutability of his counsel, 
interposed with an oath.’’ ‘* When God made prom- 
ise to Abraham, since he could sware by none greater, 
he sware by himself’’ (Heb. 6 : 13-18). 

And Jesus, when the high priest adjured him by 
the living God, accepted the oath and answered (Matt. 
26 : 63, 64). 

These expressions by Paul, the angel, and by the 
Father and Son, were more than yea, yea; nay, nay: 
yet they were not ‘‘of the evil one.’’ Christ in the 
sermon on the mount evidently was condemning the 
universal Oriental practise of irreverently and thought- 
lessly swearing by heaven, earth, Jerusalem, the 
head. **Swear not at all,’’ is doubtless limited bv 
_ what immediately follows, —‘‘neither by the heaven, 

. nor by the earth, . . . nor by Jerusalem, ... 

neither shalt thou swear by thy head’’ (Matt. § ; 
34-36). It is noticeable that these words do not spe- 
cifically forbid our taking an oath by God himself. 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


Eternal God, our Father: So enrich us with thyself 
Cas Se Gite Ie ee Se need 
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For us, who are not likely to use the forms of oath 
mentioned here, and common to-day in the East, the 
warning is that our simple words should be as reliable 
as though we were under oath before men. But this 
does not necessarily prevent our taking a solemn oath, 
—calling upon God as witness to the truth, whenever 
there is good reason for so doing. 


x 


Were They Converts Without 
the Holy Spirit ? 

A Christian need never, since the day of Pente- 
cost, pray for the gift of the Holy Spirit. This truth 
was suggested in an Open Letter discussion on ‘* Why 
Not to Pray for the Holy Spirit’’ in the Times of May 
1. It was noted that Paul did not urge Christians to 
ask for the Holy Spirit, but reminded them that that 
Spirit was within them and urged them to ‘‘ walk in 
the Spirit."’. A pastor in Maine now writes: — 


Your discussion of the matter of praying for the Holy 
Spirit is good ; but I was disappointed not to find your 
explanation of Acts 19 :2[‘' Paul. . . came to Ephesus, 
and found certain disciples : and he said unto them, Did 
ye receive the Holy Spirit when ye believed? And they 
said unto him, Nay, we did not so much as hear whether 
the Holy {Spirit was given’’]. Certainly that is a case 

. where the apostle did not *‘remind those believers that 
the Holy Spirit was within them.'’ How do you explain 
that? Paul did recognize them as “‘ believers,’’ yet he in- 
quired about their having received (or not) the Holy 

Spirit. 

The disciples in Ephesus were evidently not yet 
Christian believers. As soon as they became true 
Christian believers they received the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. This passage is discussed in a satisfyingly clear 
way by James H. McConkey in his book ‘* The Three- 
Fold Secret of the Holy Spirit.’’1 A portion of his 
treatment of the subject may well be given here in his 
own words : 

** How about the Ephesian converts who were taught 
that they must receive the Holy Ghost after they had 
believed? Does not this prove that many, though 
Christians, have not received the Holy Ghost, and that 
this is the secret of their lack of power and victory ? 
Now, if we will examine this instance in the light of 
God's own Word and with unbiased mind, we will see 
that this much-quoted passage (Acts 19 : 2) not only 
does not support the view that this was a receiving ot 
the gift of the Holy Ghost by believers after regenera- 
tion, and thus proving our need of the same, but that 
it is one of the strongest proofs in God’s Word that the 
apostles expected men to receive the Holy Ghost at 
conversion. In other words, the teaching of Paul cor- 





1 This exceedingly valuable little book is not sold, but can be had 
free of charge by addressing Fred’Kelker, P. O. Box 216, Harrisburg, 
Pa. Mr. Kelker acts as steward for such funds as the Lord’s people 

vide in free-will offerings, which funds are — Ss in the print- 
ing and distribution of spiritual literature. Such frec-will offerings 
will be gratefully received and applied to the printing, postage, and 
distribution of such literature 





If You Have a Sunday-School 

Orchestra, Please Tell the Editor: 

How large is it, and what are its instruments ? 

How was the orchestra gotten together in the beginning ? 

How was it trained? Does it have regular rehearsals, 
or any other form of special training now ? 

What part does it take in the regular session of the 
Sunday-school ? 


What improvement in the life of the school do you see 
from the orchestra, as compared with conditions before 
you had the orchestra > 


What unusual service does the orchestra render, apart 
from its leading of hymns and regular sessions of the school ? 


Why would you advise other schools to have their 
own orchestras ? 
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responds exactly with that of Peter u this great 
theme. The simple conditions, as laid down by Peter, 
for receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit were : Repent- 
ance, and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ for the remis- 
sion of sins. These two alone were necessary. But 
mark this, that doth of these were essential. ... 

‘* With this truth now in mind consider Acts 19 ; Ie 
6. Paul comes to Ephesus and, finding certain disci- 
ples says to them, not, ‘ Have ye received the Holy 

host since ye believed’ (authorized version), but 
‘ Did ye receive the Holy Ghost when ye believed’ 
(revised version) ; thus showing that Paul ex 
them to receive Him at the time they turned from 
their sins. When they answer in the negative Paul 
begins at once to search for the cause, and he does so 
exactly in line with the conditions laid down by Peter, 
as already quoted. ‘Unto what then were ye bap- 
tized?’ said Paul ; and they said: ‘Unto John’s bap- 
tism.’ ‘Oh, I see,’ says Paul in effect, ‘ but don’t you 
know that Jokn baptized only unto repentance? Now 
repentance is not enough to bring the gift of the Holy 
Ghost ; you must also believe in Jesus Christ.’ And 
when they heard this, they believed on Jesus Christ 
and, baptized into Hs name, received the Holy Ghost. 
They were not believers at all as we are believers. 
They were practically believers under the old cov- 
enant, not under the new. They can be classed only 
with John's converts, who did not, and could not, re- 
ceive the gift of the Spirit, inasmuch as they fulfilled 
only one condition, that of repentance. So far from 
being believers as we are, and being cited to prove that 
believers must receive the Holy Ghost as a second ex- 
perience after conversion, these men, we are distinctly 
told, had not believed in Jesus Christ at all up to this 
time. Paul simply supplied the missing condition of 
salvation under the New Testament—faith in Christ, 
which should have been taught them when they re- 
pented.’’ 

This truth of the incoming of the Holy Spirit at con- 
version Mr. McConkey calls the first secret of the Holy 
Spirit. The second is the secret of His fulness, which 
comes when the believer surrenders himself completely 
to the mastery of the indwelling Holy Spirit. The last 
part of the three-fold secret is the secret of His constant 
manifestation, which occurs in the life of the surren- 
dered Christian as he abides in Christ and continues 
moment by moment the full surrender that he has made, 


Hx 
What Is a Spiritual Giant ? 


I was deeply interested in your fine answer to an Iowa 
reader on ‘‘ Boosting a Prayer-Meeting."’ But I thought, 
how many can pray that way? 

The Rev. Edward Payson could, for his biographer says 
he wore holes in the carpet with his knees, praying by the 
side of his bed. 


But most of us pray like the woman who prayed that 
the hill, which obscured the view from her house, should 
‘*be removed and cast into the sea.’"". Then in the morn- 
ing going to her window, she exclaimed, ‘* The old hill is 
still there,—I knew it would be.”’ 

It takes a spiritual giant to pray as you outline.—A NEW 
JERSEY READER. 

What is the secret of the prayer that gets answers ? 
Who are the “‘ spiritual giants’ whose prayers prevail 
with God? They are those who believe that God is 
faithful. They have forever lost confidence in them- 
selves ; they have settled with themselves the fact 
that God is faithful. But any Christian can believe 
that Then any Christian can be a ‘spiritual giant."’ 
Such a giant is one whom nothing can defeat. And 
the Christian who really believes that God is faithful, 
always faithful, wholly faithful, accepts God's word ; 
he refuses to believe that God is untrustworthy when 
God says to him that he can do all things in Christ 
that strengtheneth him. Of course, to believe that 
God is faithful, and to claim that faithfulness for our 
needs, requires that we yield ourselves up wholly to 
God’s mastery. It does not do the unsurrendered 
Christian much good to tell him that God is faith- 
ful, —that fact is then only an interesting but detached 
intellectual thought about God. We must yield up 
our lives completely to God if we would begin to learn 
the power of his faithfulness. Then we shall desire 
only what he desires to give us. The woman who 
prayed for the removal of the hill in front of her house 
was probably meeting none of the conditions of an- 
swered prayer. 

Here is the real secret of prevailing prayer: God is 
a spiritual giant. He has committed himself unreserv- 
edly, with all his power and resources, to meeting our 
needs. When he tells us this, do we believe that he 


is to be trusted, or do we make God a liar? If we 


will hold to the simple question, ‘‘Is God faithful ?”* 
spiritually gigantic experiences will be ours. 

Have we realized that, because God is faithful, z# és 
sin for any Christian not to be a spiritual giant? 
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OVER THE WIRE 





Boy-Jock’s flying adventure and Madam Haviland’s decree 





WEEPING across the south meadow and bringing 
the scent of drying clover from a hillside warm 
in the sun, the wind caught and scattered the 

fresh sawdust as fast as it fell on the side porch-roof 
of the old Haviland homestead. But the wire that 
followed the sawdust through a newly-made hole in 
the window-frame was too heavy to be blown down 
along the box bordered paths. It was being shoved 
farther and farther out over the slanting roof, until it 
hung nearly to the ground. 

As the wire swayed slowly in the breeze a sun- 
burned lad, thin and alert, came hurrying out of the 
porch door. Taking the dangling end, he backed, 
step by step, toward the hedge at the side of the prim 
old-time garden, pulling the wire after him as he 
went, until the burberry branches stopped the way. 
Looking over them, he gave a summoning whistle, 
and a moment later an answering note sounded in 
the doorway of a tiny greenhouse just beyond the 
thorny barrier. 

‘*Calling me, Norry? Ted’s over at the walnut- 
trees.’’ 

‘* You're the one I need.'’ The boy beckoned with 
an air of mystery and good comradeship to the brown- 
eyed speaker. It had never occurred to Norris Lath- 
rop to think of his Cousin Ted's wife as a ‘‘grown- 
up,’’ even though Boy-Jock was old enough to toddle 
after her around the sunny little cottage, gurgling, 
*Mum-mum! Mum-mum!’’ and laughing and 
chattering to everything he saw. Jean Haviland 
was just a girl, like anybody else, to Norry. Being 
that, however, in no way prevented her making a most 
satisfactory chum as well, for she knew more than any 
boy in Marsham about mechanics and electricity and 
such things, —things which puzzled his own mother 
beyond reach of his explaining, and which Aunt 
Regina quite ignored as necessary to the world’s 
progress. 

But there were many things which seemed to lack 
interest -for his Aunt Regina—known as Madam Hav- 
iland to people around Marsham. Norry, who had 
certain ideas of his own quietly reasoned out, went on 
telling her about them just the same, When talking 
directly to her, in fact, he steered away from only one 
subject, —the dwellers in the brown shingled cottage on 
the knoll just beyond her own barberry hedge. Shel- 
tered by a great willow-tree, it was in plain sight from 
the west window of the big upstairs sitting-room, 
where Madam Haviland spent her waking hours, as 
well as from the wide hall bay, which her wheeled 
chair passed several times a day. Yet for any sign 
on her part the cheery little home-place on the gray 
stone-walled terrace among its greenhouses might 
have been a bit of deserted waste land, and Ted Havi- 
land, the man who was her only son, Jean his wife, 
and Boy-Jock might have been strangers passing by. 


F THE boy Ted, whose vivid young life had once 
seemed to fill the old Colonial dwelling, Norry 
sometimes overheard her speak, as if by acci- 

dent, to his mother ; but it was as of. some one who 
had gone quite out of her life. 
‘*I can’t make myself see right in it,’’ he said to 


. his mother, in his own quaint, straightforward fashion, 


‘«when it's just because she had a grudge against 
Jean's father, before ever Jean was born ; and be- 
cause Ted wanted to do queer, useful things with 
trees and plants and flowers, instead of being a law- 
yer, like all the other Havilands."’ 

Wherefore Norry, in most matter-of-course manner, 
took the three at the cottage into his own life before 
he had been a fortnight in Marsham, and had no 
hesitation in speaking about them and their doings 
to his gentle little mother, of whose sympathy he 
knew himself certain, even when his aunt might be 
within hearing. 

‘It's mainly on her account that I've decided to 
run this wire over here, you know,"’ he explained to 
Jean to-day, with an expressive nudge of his shoulder 
toward the white-gabled house. ‘Not that it isn't 
worth doing, just so’s to be able to call you and Ted 
up, times when I’ve something important to tell you 
in a hurry. And of course I'll feel any amount easier 
in my mind, having to be away at the 'Cademy all 
day, and no man in the house, with it fixed so’s 
mother could let you know quick, over here, if any- 


thing should ever happen so she needed help. But 
the main point is that every time-I get Aunt Regina 
thinking about something new, even if it makes her 
mad now and then, it counts one for me."’ 

‘*I don’t quite understand,'’ Jean Haviland said, 
gravely. 

‘Why, like this. Doctor Prior told mother, just 
after we came to stay here, that Aunt Regina’s one 
real chance of ever getting up and around again, like 
other folks, was for something to come along that 
she'd be more interested in than she is in sitting in 
that wheeled chair of hers and feeling the way she 
does about—about Ted. ‘Specially if it sort o' sur- 
prised her, when she wasn’t thinking.’’ : 

Jean’s forehead wore a puzzled little frown. 
‘* Wouldn't it need to be a pretty strong interest, and 
come rather suddenly, to have any effect on her?’’ 

‘* Well, you never know what people'll sit up and 
take notice of, until you've tried,’’ said Norry. 
‘*Soon as I caught on to what he meant, I began 
right off talking to her, or to mother when she'd be 
apt to overhear us, about everything new I heard or 
read of, bridges and canals and airships and road- 
making and exploring and wireless stations, and 
things | mean to invent some day, and ones that peo- 
ple are inventing or trying to, in the big cities and 
over in Europe and Japan. And the flying-boat that 
Billy Crandall most drowned himself with out on 
Piney Pond."’ 

‘*Oh, things like ¢hat,"’ said Jean. 
care for them ?”’ 

‘«She asked questions,’ declared Norry. ‘* Any- 
way, there’s no telling when I mightn’t hit on just 
the right thing. It might be something big and ex- 
citing, or some contraption she saw me puttering 
over, right here, like this telephone. I say, Jean, 
it’s going to work, too, if I did make it all myself. 
And when she hears the bell ringing, every now and 
then, and us talking—"’ 


e UT, Norry,’’ Jean Haviland broke in with real 
distress, ‘‘she must know that you’ ve come 
to be good friends with Ted and me. It 

wouldn’t be fair to have her thinking that perhaps 

Ted knew beforehand about your planning to put a 

telephone between the houses, or that—oh, you know 

what I mean. As if we were using you to try to make 
up with her in some way." 

‘*No danger,’’ returned Norry, calmly straighten- 
ing out a kink in the wire, and paying it along through 
her hands. ‘*Aunt Regina has her ways, that she’s 
pretty &rm set in, but she’s a gentleman! I haven't 
heard her telling over things, sort o’ half to mother 
and-half to herself, about the kind o’ boy Ted-always 
was, without knowing what she thinks of him down 
under it all. It wouldn't be healthy for any one, 
outsider or not, to hint that he could be anything but 
outright square, if she heard ’em! What's more, 
I'm right open with her about things I want to do, 
just as if "twas mother. I wouldn’t stay where I 
couldn’t be. She knew ’twas a surprise I was tinker- 
ing over, and she said I could bore that hole, and put 
the screws where I needed 'em in the window frame. 
And what she says she means, without anything kept 
back that you weren’t counting on. She and Ted are 
a lot like each other.’’ 

‘‘I know it,"’ admitted Ted Haviland’s wife. 
‘*That’s why I can’t see any way for them ever to 
get to be friends again, She couldn't forgive his 
always coming over here to study plants with father, 
from the time when he was a small boy. And she 
couldn’t make him want to be a lawyer, and—I was 
the last straw. Ted did all he could to soften her 
and to keep things happier for her, but she just sat 
up and made it impossible for him. And Ted has 
red hair!’’ she added with a little rueful laugh. 
*¢ That means stick to a thing in the Haviland family. 
It’s down so in history! So it took a pretty hard 
knock to make him give up trying, you can be sure. 
Your mother knows."’ 

Norry slipped through a narrow qpening in the 
hedge and took the guidance of the wire into his own 
hands as they went toward the rough stone steps in the 
terracé-wall. ‘*Why, Ted just couldn’ t give up the work 
he was cut out for!’ he’blurted. «It wasn’t his fault 
that being angry made ‘her.so she-coukin’t;walk. I 


** Does she 









By Aldis Dunbar 








don’t really s’ pose a dozen telephones 'd help a per- 
son as set as that, but—anybody else 'd be proud o’ 
the way he’s found out and cured the trouble with 
those splendid black-walnut trees, when nobody else 
in Marsham knew what to do. Things growing are 
just like live people to him !"’ 

** And to Boy-Jock,’’ Jean whispered, 
there, Norry !"’ 

At the top of the gray terrace-wall, on the grass by 
a clump of late-blooming lilies, sat a wee absorbed 

erson in a pink pinafore, patting the stiff green 
eayes with soft baby finger-touches, and singing a 
little wordless ‘‘ Ah-a-ah'’ to the stately flowers above 
him. 

‘* Toys lose all interest for him when he can get 
out to the flowers,’’ said Jean. ‘He wants to put his 
arms around every tree he passes, and when the wind 
blows the willow branches he is wild to catch them, 
Boy !"’ 

ORRY had time only to drop the wire and dash 
forward. At his mother’s call the little lad had 
scrambled to his feet, and with a glad squeal of 

‘« Boy-Jock f'y !’ had flung himself straight at his 
cousin from the top of the wall. ‘*‘ Boy f'y !'’ he ex- 
ulted, sliding to the ground from the arms that had 
barely managed to catch him, and starting to run 
away with the loose end of the telephone wire. 

‘‘T told him he'd get broken, at that rate,’’ said 
Norry to his mother that evening, ‘‘ but it was like 
scolding a bunch of apple-blossoms, He's areal red- 
haired Haviland, with those bits of curls, and he 
really believes that he can fly! Jean turned white! 
She'd warned his father that it wasn't safe to let him 
jump from high places, but Ted never supposed he'd 
try it by himself. Ted’s so proud of the little chap’s 
nerve, and he’s so sure of Ted. But anybody would 
be !"’ 

Mrs. Lathrop’s blue eyes looked a swift caution. 
The wheeled chair was just coming through the door- 
way, but the still face of its occupant gave no sign 
that she had heard. When she had taken up her 
book, without a word to either of them, Norry went 
on softly : 

‘* Do you know Ted had a spray of edelweiss, carved 
out of ivory, on his study table, and Boy-Jock saw it. 
He calls it ‘w'ite f ower,’ and he’s so crazy to get it 
in his hands that Jean had to put it away out of sight. 
She said Ted would be all broken up if anything hap- 
pened to it.’’ 

The wheeled chair turned with a sudden jerk. 
‘« That is your telephone trying to ring, Norris,’’ re- 
marked a cool voice, with a queer shake in it that 
made the boy remember who had given Ted Havi- 
land the exquisite carved blossom spray. He went 
off to ‘* test the line,’’ and it was not until next morn- 
ing, in the garden, that he had a chance to question 
his mother. 

‘*Why can’t they make up?’’ 
‘« They think no end of each other.’’ 


” ECAUSE they ave so alike; Regina actually 
shut her door on him, after velling him that 
if a day ever came when she could forgive 

him and open it to him, and to Jean, he would know 
it. He asked her how, and she told him it would be 
that day in which she next spoke, of her own free-will, 
to either of them. ‘Until then,’ Ted assented, and 
went away without once looking back. Oh, they do 
care, deeply ! but what can be done? She never goes 
outside the house, and he never enters the gate.’’ 

It did seem hopeless, and the problem kept coming 
back to Norry all through a busy morning in his attic 
workshop, and into a sultry, restless afternoon, —until 
he finally subsided into a deck-chair in the wide upper 
hall, as being the coolest place for studying. He must 
have been dozing for some time, for he suddenly woke 
from a troubled dream and sat upright, listening. 
Had some one cried out? The wind had risen, and 
as a gust swept the window curtain in and upward the 
boy gave a gasp. 

Over there, out on the broad window-ledge of the 
nursery, just above the tiny, steep-roofed porch that 
sheltered the side-door, Boy-Jock, wakened from his 
nap, had crept and was sitting with his little bare legs 
hanging down as he reached gleefully for the long 
boughs of the swaying willow, whipped past him by 


** Look up 


he “demanded. 
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the wind. If he should slip,—there below were the 
rough stone steps and the high terrace wall! A shout 
to Jean might startle him, while if Boy-Jock saw him 
coming— 

As he hesitated, a tall figure came unsteadily 
through the sitting-room door, passed him, was at 
the telephone. Leaning against the wall as she came, 
his Aunt Regina, helpless for many months, was now 
ringing frantically at the boyish contrivance. Some- 
thing seemed to numb the lad behind her. He could 
only watch her, somehow knowing that this thing was 
hers to do. He saw the white face working, as she 
peered from the window, but the voice that spoke was 
strong and steady. 

‘*Jean? Jean Haviland ?’’ 

‘* Keep your wits about you asI speak. Do you 
hear me? 

‘Take the carved edelweiss I once gave your hus- 
band, and go quickly to the nursery above your side- 
door. Don't cry out, but sing softly, if you can, that 
you are bringing the white flower to Boy-Jock. He 
is out on the window-ledge and may fall if you startle 
him. If Norry should cross the garden to catch him, 
he might jump,—to fly,—now hurry !"’ 
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It seemed an infinite space, a blank space, of time 
before the two watchers, breathless boy and stately 
woman, heard a low tune wavering across to them, 
saw the child turn his head with an eager laugh, lean 
inward, to be caught swiftly back from the peril. 

Norry gave a sudden gulp and sprang toward his 
Aunt Regina, but she waved him back without turn- 
ing. ‘‘ Bring—Boy-Jock—to me!’’ she cried aloud, 
harshly, imperiously, to the startled girl in the cottage 
window. 

Then, gripping the banister, Madam Haviland 
went down, unassisted, step by step, into her own 
garden, and over to the opening in the hedge where 
Ted Haviland, the man who was her only son, stood, 
holding closely to him the rosy, dimpled body of Boy 
Jock, still in his wee rumpled nightgown, still clutch- 
ing the carved edelweiss. ‘‘W'ite fower!’’ he 
shouted, in baby triumph. 

Norry, holding his breath, saw his aunt reach out 
and take the little lad in her arms, then turn, tremu- 
lously to her son and the girl who was his wife. 

‘*You'll both—have to help me—take him— 
home !"’ she said. 

Erig, Pa. 
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When Jerusalem Was in Its Glory 


By Prof. Robert Dick Wilson, Ph.D., D.D. 





“The Holy City is in the grip of a threefold visitation: While war has prostrated 
and impoverished the country, pestilence has appeared and famine is raging.” 
Thus begins a letter written from Jerusalem April 16, 1915, in which is described 
the plague of locusts and the conditions of poverty and misery that are such a 


contrast to “Jerusalem in Its Glory.” 


And the city that is to be “the joy of the 


whole earth” will reach yet lower depths of humiliation before she is exalted, with 
glory beyond all that Solomon knew, when David's greater Son ascends His throne 
and rules the nations as Israel’s King. 


S$ FAR back as the time of Melchizedek, Jeru- 
salem had come to be recognized as the center 
of the religious life of Palestine. Thither Abra- 

ham and his allies had brought their tithes of the 
spoil of the Eastern invaders who had been so igno- 
miniously defeated at Dan, Later, in the time when the 
Tel-el-Amarna letters were written, we find it the 
capital of a sub-king of the Egyptian empire named 
Abd-Khiba ; and later still, the seat of Adoni-zedek, 
one of the leaders of the confederacy against Joshua. 
However, never had it attained the height of polit- 
ical, commercial, and religious importance that it 
attained in the reign of Solomon, about fifty years 
after David had acquired the stronghold of the 
Jebusites from the last of their native chiefs. 

Nor ever after the reign of Solomon did Jerusalem 
again reach a glory equal to that which she enjoyed 
under his sway. Scarcely was he cold in his grave 
when, under Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made 
Israel to sin, the ten tribes revolted from his degene- 
rate son, and almost all the subject states shook off 
forever the onerous yoke of Jewish domination. The 
short-lived revivals of Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, Josiah, 
Nehemiah, and the Maccabees took place under the 
shadow of foreign potentates ; and when the long- 
expected son of David came at last unto his own he 
came to a city ruled by an Edomite king and a 
Roman procurator to weep over her fallen greatness 
and to announce her approaching doom. 

Wherein, then, consisted the glory of Jerusalem in 
the reign of Solomon, that this can truly be called the 
day of its glory? 


Supreme Over Every Enemy 


This was the time at which Jerusalem reached the 
acme of its political supremacy. The turbulent tribe 
of Benjamin had at last been permanently united to 
the fortunes of the tribe of Judah, and the equally 
proud tribe of Ephraim remained submissive to the 
house of David until the end of the reign of Solomon. 
The warlike Philistines, who had triumphed over the 
defeated Israelites on the bloody field of Mt. Gilboa, 
so fatal to the house of Saul, had been subdued, and 
Gezer had been received as the dowry of the Egyptian 
princess ; thus securing the Israelites the possession 
of the sea-coast of the Mediterranean on the west. On 
the south, the Edomites had been conquered and the 
country annexed as far as the Red Sea, with its har- 
bor of Ezion-Geber. On the east, Moab and Ammon 
had been reduced to subjection after a series of bril- 
liant and sanguinary conflicts; and on the north, the 
Aramean principalities as far as. the Euphrates had 


been rendered tributary. Tyre, also, and Hamath and 
mighty Egypt were glad to enter into alliance with the 
wise son of the great warrior king, whose armies had 
been able to compass the defeat even of thé almost 
invincible Assyrians. 

From the farthest extreme ot Arabia, also, the queen 
of Sheba came with gifts to test the wisdom and be- 
hold the magnificence of the greatest monarch of the 
age. Never before or since has Jerusalem seen a day 
like that on which the king of Israel, sitting on his 
ivory throne with his Egyptian princess by his side, 
surrounded by his bodyguard of Cretans and Philis- 
tines with their golden shields, received in the midst 
of the splendors of the court of judgment the homage 
of the queen of the South. With her we can well be- 
lieve that of the glory ‘‘ the half was not told.”’ 

It was the day also of Jerusalem’s commercial 
glory. It has been said that commerce follows the 
flag. Certain it is that by the conquests of David 
Jerusalem had been made the center of the great 
trade routes of Southern Asia. Through Damascus 
and Tadmor and Tiphsah, the land route over the 
desert to Babylon and the Orient had been secured, 
Through the overthrow of Moab and Ammon, the 
route from the North to Medina and Yemen had been 
cut, so that the caravans of Arabia had been diverted 
from Damascus to Jerusalem by way of Jericho. By 
the possession of Gezer and the conquest of the Philis- 
tines, the commerce between Egypt and Asia passed 
through the dominions of Israel, so that Tyre and 
Hamath were glad to ally themselves with their power- 
ful neighbor who controlled the sources of their trade. 

Hemmed in on the landward side by the dominions 
of Solomon, the navies of the Phenicians were largely 
dependent for their outgoing cargoes upon the good- 
will of Jerusalem’s king, and contributed gladly of 
their natural productions and imports, as well as of 
their artists and workmen, to the splendor and pros- 
perity of his kingdom. With their assistance, Solo- 
mon’s fleets skirted the coasts of the Mediterranean 
as far as Gibraltar, and probably reached India and 
Zanzibar by the Red Sea and the shores of Arabia. 

By the four roads entering Jerusalem from the four 
points of the compass might have been seen daily the 
caravans of camels and asses, bringing gold and silver 
and bronze and iron and precious stones and spices 
and cedars and wheat, and even the strange products 
of distant lands, such as apes and peacocks, to fill the 
treasuries, construct and adorn the buildings, and 
minister to the luxury of the pleasure-loving monarch. 
Thousands of cattle and sheep from Moab and Ammon 
must have been constantly on their march to supply 
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the demands of his armies and workmen and house- 
hold, let alone those necessary to meet the wants of 
the rapidly increasing population of the center of the 
world’s greatest empire. 

The third evidence of the glory of Jerusalem in the 
time of Solomon was the surpassing magnificence of 
the buildings that adorned and protected the city. 
Beginning with the wall which defended the city of 
David in its southern part, a series of structures of 
ever-increasing beauty covered the surface of Mt 
Zion, from the extremity which overhung the valley 
of Hinnom to the western arm of the Kidron valley, 
where afterward the pool of Bethesda was constructed. 
Following the course of the hill and rising from stage 
to stage, the House of the Forest of Lebanon, the 
Porch of Pillars, the Porch of Judgment, the King’s 
Palace, with the palace pf Pharaoh's daughter to its 
left, were fittingly crowned by the lofty walls of the 
temple of Jehovah, the King of kings. 

What a glorious vision it must have been to the 
bands of pilgrims or merchants as they skirted the 
southern slopes of Olivet on their way from Jericho, 
or as they came up from the south on the way from 
Hebron, and saw across the deep valley of the 
Kidron, or of Hinnom, the walls and battlements, the 
porches and pillars, the palaces and courts, and the 
temple of Israel's God, the convincing pledge of the 
greatness, the wealth, and the glory of that theocratic 
kingdom as whose earthly king Solomon had been 
chosen by God himself, and as whose capital, the cen- 
ter of the political and religious life of Israel, Jerusa- 
lem was thus visibly displayed before their eyes! 
Tasso represents Tancred and the Crusaders as stop- 
ping where ‘‘ towered Jerusalem with its thousand 
pointing fingers first salutes the eye,’’ and adds: 


Jerusalem a thousand voices cry, 
All hail, Jerusalem ! hill, down, and dale, 
Catch the glad sounds, and shout Jerusalem, all hail ! 


And so the Hebrew poet sang: 


Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is 
Mount Zion, 

Peace be within her walls, and prosperity within her 
palaces, 


But, finally, the unique and surpassing glory of 
Jerusalem in the time of Solomon consisted in the 
temple and its worship. That glorious temple! with 
its courts and its altars, its holy places«and its ark, 
its cherubim and its mercy seat! Its walls and 
cloisters of massive stone, its floors and ceilings of 
cedar, its pillars of brass, its vessels of pure gold, its 
ordered choirs and incense and offerings by the thou- 
sand, and priests in their divisions, and gorgeous 
vestments, all consecrated to the service of the one 
and only God,—this was the glory that excelled in 
the time of Solomon all that was ever reached in pre- 
vious or-in after times. 


Falling From the Heights 


In Solomon's later years the purity of the temple 
service was debased by the introduction of foreign 
cults in its environs ; in Rehoboam’s days the temple 
itself.was despoiled by Shishak and the multitude of 
its worshipers diminished by the rebellion of the ten 
tribes, who thenceforth were diverted to the rival 
altars of Dan and Bethel; in Herod's reign the priest. 
hood was overawed and the worshipers subjected to 
surveillance of foreign garrisons. But on the day of 
the dedication, when everything was new, when the 
hearts of king and people were rejoicing together in 
the belief that Jehovah their God was with them, and 
had at last through their willing offering a fit dwelling 
for his majesty,—on this day of prayer and thanks- 
giving and sacrifice, of song and hope and faith, the 
very hills that on every side around about Jerusalem 
raised their heads still higher than the temple pinna- 
cles seemed emblems of the fact that Jehovah their 
God was round about them, and that henceforth no 
evil could befall his people. 

Vain hope! For the day of Jerusalem’s glory was 
but the prelude to her decline. The culmination of 
her material splendor only emphasized and accele- 
rated the rapidity of her fall. The glaring contrast 
which soon became apparent between her political, 
commercial, architectural, and religious pre-eminence, 
and the true inward state of her people showed to the 
world for all time that earthly glory is not necessarily 
symbolical of spiritual health. Decay and disease, 
oppression and formalism, lust and idolatry, followed 
rapidly in the wake of material prosperity, and the 
whole history of what man calls the day of Jerusalem's 
glory but illustrates anew the fact that neither wealth 
nor power nor worldly wisdom constitute the true 
glory of a state, but freedom combined with the fear 
and the love of God. 

PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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Sunday-School Doings Around the World 


Nuggets of Sunday-School World News from many fields, gathered under the direction of Frank L. Brown and the Rev. Carey Bonner, Joint General 
Secretaries of the World’s Sunday School Association, and Marion Lawrance, General Secretary of the International Sunday School Association 





—— 


The Value of a Rooster.—Mr. Case, a young mis- 
sionary in Burma, visiting one of the mission day- 
schools recently, saw a rooster walking among the 
scholars, and he took the opportunity of giving an 
object-lesson on the intruder, 

** Which is the better,” he asked ; ‘‘a rooster or a 
hen?” 

‘*A rooster,” came the immediate reply. 

Surprised ‘at the response, he said, ‘* But which 


pays better?” 


** A rooster,” came the ready answer again. 

* But,” said he, “*a hen lays eggs and brings in 
money.” ' 

‘* But a rooster can fight,’”’ they replied, ‘‘and you 
can bet on it !” 

Sunday-schools are needed in that field. 


“Six Mat” Sunday-Schools.—In one of Japan’s 
largest cities Mrs. Blaekmer tells of twenty-one Sun- 
day-schools, most of these being held in ‘‘ six mat” 
rooms,—rooms measured by six rice straw mats, 
They pay an ayerage rental of twenty-five cents a 
month for these. For cards and literature another 
twenty-five cents is paid for a school of fifty pupils. 
Then something is spent for Christmas presents and 
a flower service in June, costing for the twenty-one 
schools $25 in all. 

These schools are mostly held in the poorer sections 
of the city, and if a portico runs around the room it 
is used for sometimes as many as sixty or seventy 
children. They sometimes have great difficulty in 
securing rooms, owing to the opposition of the Bud- 
dhist priests. 

One-of the Japanese schoolgirls who was teaching 
a certain school found herself without.a room, so she 
went about the city with thirty of her littie pupils, 
searching for a room, but all the neighbors had been 
told to refuse the Christian teacher. At last one 
woman, seeing so many children, was very curious 
to know what she taught them, and asked about the 
work, and finally told them to go into her house. 


Now’ this woman is in the employ of the school as a_ 


worker, and her'daughter became a student. 

These Japanese girls are born teachers. Some 
Sunday-schools are held on a weekday, to permit 
attendance of children whose parents make Sunday 
aholiday. Older children have Bible classes follow- 
ing the school for the younger children. They receive 
a foreign Bible by committing to memory the Golden 
Texts for the year. Some of these girls teach as many 
as four Sunday-school classes a week. Some Ameri- 
can teachers would consider this a hardship. And 
these Japanese teachers prepare the lesson under the 
guidance of the missionaries, They are born artists, 
and face, hands, and eyes are teaching, as well as 
the lips. 


What Handicaps Did.—‘‘ Two years ago we had 500 
students in 28 counties studying our teacher-training 
course,’’ writes Secretary Irwin of Manitobase ‘ Of 
these 500 students, 240 were sent in by Mr. R. H. 
McLeod from one county. This large percentage 
could not be accounted for by this secretary having 
literary training and plenty of leisure time. He was 
a prominent county general merchant and _ post- 
master, doing a large part of the work himself. He 
was superintendent of an up-to-date Sunday-school, 
a church officer, a married man, with a wife. who was 
almost an invalid, and he had three children. Durin 
this time his store and all it contained was destroye 
by fire. He rebuilt and restocked it. I should also 
mention that he had what might be termed another 
handicap; namely, he was not atrained man, having 
nothing more than a small country school education. 
In another county I had as Sunday-school secretary 
an inspector of public schools, in another a principal 
of public schools, and in a third a teacher in the pub- 
lic school. Notwithstanding all the work this man 
had to do, and his handicaps, he secured 240 teacher- 
training students, nearly half of the total number in 
the whole Province that year.” 


The Million Testament Call.— The July ‘‘ News 
Letter” of the World’s Sunday School Association 
includes the following item about the plan to secure 
‘‘a million nickels from a million Sunday-school 
— for a million Testaments for a millioa sol- 

iers”: 


Although the World’s Sunday School Association has 
sent to Europe more than 300,000 copies of the New Tes- 
tament, or portions thereof, repeated calls are coming in 
from Europe for more copies. 

Dr. John R. Mott stated that the Rev. A. C. Hart, one 
of the field workers of the International Y. M. C. A. now 
in Germany, has asked for 100,000 copies of the New Tes- 
tament for immediate distribution among the English, 
French, Russian, and Belgian prisoners in Germany. Mr. 


While the war is linking the world together in 
many strange ways, the Sunday-school continues 
its more far-reaching world-work of peace and 
good-will. Plans for the Eighth World’s Conven- 
tion in Tokyo are going forward. Campaigns for 
Sunday-school advance are under way in the foreign 
fields, as these news items show. In the war zones of 
Europe over 300,000 Testaments have already been 
distributed. Let it be made a ‘million; they are 
needed immediately, and the Sunday-school mem- 
bers, who form the world’s largest army, are well 
able to meet this call from the warring soldiers. 








Hart writes that he is being pressed on all sides for more 
and more Testaments and Gospels. Dr, Mott has there- 
fore made an urgent request of the World’s Sunday School 
Association to help supply the books, A nickel will put 
a ‘Testament in the hands of a soldier, Sunday-school 
superintendents and leaders of adult Bible classes are urged 
to write at once for information and sample copies of the 
souvenir book-mark receipts given to all who contribute a 
nickel or more, to Mr, Frank L. Brown, General Secretary 
World’s Sunday School Association, 216 Metropolitan 
Tower, New York City. : 


A New Standard for Philippine Schools.—In many 
parts of the Philippines the Sunday-school work is 
crude. Some of the schools were but mobs of chil- 


dren. McLaughlin, the live Sunday-school Secretary 


for the Philippines, has been trying to improve mat- 
ters, and the following standard has now been 
adopted : 


1. Every school must have a regular place and weekly 
time of meeting. 

2. Every school must have a listed membership. 

3- Every school must have at least two officers, superin- 
tendent and s@cretary. ° 

4. Every school must have at least three classes, sup- 
plying the three grades of teaching,—primary, intermedi- 
ate, and adult. 


This standard was adopted at a convention from 
which the delegates went home determined to bring 
their classes ‘up to the new standard before next year. 
They were fired to establish new classes in centers 
not yet occupied, of which there are many. ‘This is 
a big step forward, as the work in the country dis- 
tricts is very elementary. In this Panayan field last 
year the Sunday-school membership jumped from 
5,000 to 7,500, and next year will see still larger ad- 
vances. 


Korea’s Sunday-School Standard.—The Executive 
Committee of the Korea Sunday School Association 
recently adopted the following standard for Korean 
Sunday-schools: 


1. Sunday-school sessions all the year round. 

2. Officers required : Superintendent and Secretary. 

3. Classes divided for baptized and unbaptized, and 
subdivided into grades for children, youth, and adults. 

4. Weekly teachers’- meeting for preparation of the 
lesson. 

5. Rally Day observed once a year. 

6. Supplemental Bible drill in the program each Sunday. 


A teacher-training course, tested by actual experi- 
ence on the Korean field, is now being published. 
The workers are looking forward eagerly to the Tokyo 
Convention. 


Chinese Sunday-School Specialists.—Mr. Tewks- 
bury, the Sunday-schoo] Secretary for China, has 
accomplished a splendid piece of work in training a 
group of over thirty young Chinese as Sunday-school 
leaders in the training school at Peitahao. Manual 
work, blackboard instruction, practise classes with 
small groups, were used in this training process. 
These leaders will go back to their provinces to assist 
the missionaries 4nd native workers to push their 
work to higher efficiency. If China is to be made a 
Sunday-school country it must be through a trained 
native leadership, for the knowledge of the language 
and the knowledge of Chinese methods are absolutely 
necessary for rapid progress. Ten of these young 
men will be employed in their several districts at 
once as Sunday-school specialists. 


Mr. Brown Surprises South American Boys.—‘‘ One 
evening in February last I was in the city of Are- 
quipa, Peru, 7,000 feet high, set against the Andes 
peaks, one of these,—E] Misti, 22,000 feet high,—with 
smoking crater. I walked down one of the dimly- 
lighted streets with Mr. E. M. Foster, a bright young 











missionary in charge of the work of the Evangelical 


Union, uddenly we turned in at a door on our 
left and entered a room in the middle of which were 
a game table and a few chairs. In the corner was a 
bookcase with a few well-used books in Spanish. 

‘*In the rear was another room, well lighted. On 
each side of a long table in this room were grouped a 
dozen Peruvian boys with black eyes and earnest 
faces. They were bent over the table listening 
eagerly to the rendering of a text in the Douay, Re- 
vised, and Authorized Versions of the Bible. 

‘* They were boys from the street gathered in where 
they could be won for clean living and reading and 
thinking under Christian influences, They want to 
form a football team, but have no apparatus. 

‘* This is the first time in that city that any effort of 
this sort has been made to win the boys by some 
attention to their physical life. 1 shall never forget 
how their eyes opened in wonder as I told them of 
the three million men in organized Bible classes in 
America and the great men’s Bibie class parades. 
Some day the young men of South America will get 
a square chance at manhood.” 


Sunday-school Itinerating.—From McLaughlin, in 
the Philippines, we get a little sidelight on what it 
means to be a Sunday-school missionary. He writes 
from ‘‘On board a little Inter-island steamer, April 
13, 1915, in the Southern seas.” 

‘*Were you only with me now, you might count 
this as worthy of being listed in your ‘ experiences.’ 
I am on about as dirty a little tub as you can well 
imagine; not so dirty, either, but there is little in the 
line of comfort, Ican assure you. There is an ap- 
pearance of pt po to cover up the dirt by addin 
copious coats of paint of a cheap quality. Food an 
service,—well, the less said the tter, but among 
these southern islands transportation is a serious 
question. 

‘‘T am to meet a Presbyterian missionary at a town 
to-morrow morning and we go by sailboat to another 
place, then a five hours’ hike up the mountains to 
where we hold an institute, and I am to give him two 
days for Sunday-school methods and helps.” 


Sunday-school Libraries for Foreign Fields.— 
Through the co-operation of publishers a choice 
library of up-to-date books for Sunday-school workers 
is going forward to the Sunday-school secretaries in 
Korea, Japan, the Philippines, Moslem work, and 
South America. Some of these books will be trans- 
lated into the various languages and dialects. But 
with the increasing number of students who can read 
English many native Sunday-school workers will be 
able to read these books in English. 

Theological seminaries and other institutions where 
a Christian leadership is being prepared will receive 
helpful Sunday-school literature through the various 
Sunday-school Associations on these fields. 


David and Goliath in Korea.—The infant classes, 
both boys and girls, study their own special lessons, 
and after the older ones have had their review the 
infants have theirs, in the hearing of all. They know 
the story perfectly and answer in a chorus, eager to 
show off theirknowledge. The application was what 
struck the missionary as being new. 

‘*Who are we?” 

** Little Davids.” 

** Who is Goliath ?” 

** The Devil.” 

‘* Who are the older brothers of David ?” 

‘* The fathers, mothers, brothers, and sisters. 

‘* What is the Christian's armor, like Saul’s ?” 

‘* The girdle of truth, the breastplate of righteous- 
ness, the sandals of the preparation of the gospel of 
peace, the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, and 
the sword of the Spirit.” 

**Now all this armor is too heavy for us little 
Davids. What must we take ?” 

‘* A staff.” 

‘* What kind of a staff ?” 

‘*A heavy, strong staff.” (This from a boy.) 

“No, we need a staff of faith.” 

‘** What shall we take for stones ?” 

** Gospels.” 

‘“‘That’s right. When our fathers and brothers 
are afraid to go out and preach we can take a Gospel 
and go to a man and say, ‘ Buy a Gospel,’ and in that 
way we can smash many a devil’s head.” 

It must be admitted that the children did not know 
the application so well as might appear from this, but 
they have already gone out and sold Gospels. 
** Everybody is doing it.” From great-grandparents 
to little girls of eight years or so, they sell Gospels to 
non-Christians. 


( Continued on page 411) 
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LESSON 4. JULY 25. SOLOMON DEDICATES THE TEMPLE 


Golden Text : My house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples,—Isaiah 56 : 7 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


N JANUARY 25 of this year occurred the most 
extraordinary conversations in the history of 
telephoning. Man’s voice spanned the conti- 

nent, as Professor Bell and Mr. Watson, said to have 
been the first two men in the world to converse by tele- 
phone (thirty-eight ree ago over a two-mile wire), 
talked with each other while 3,400 miles apart, from 
New York to San Francisco. The line was really 
6,800 miles long, because of the return circuit. Dr. 
Bell said over the wire: ‘* All honor to the men who 
have rendered this great achievement possible. They 
haye brought all the people of the United States within 
sound of one another's voices and united them into 
one great brotherhood.” The President of the United 
States that day spoke from Washington to President 
Moore of the Panama-Pacific Exposition in San Fran- 
cisco; and then to Mr. Watson he expressed his 
* pride that this vital cord should have been stretched 
across America as a new symbol of our a, 

But thousands of years before that notable day in 
January there had been conversations between two 

rsons that were more extraordinary than these. 

Ve have the record of one in to-day’s lesson. 


Our Background Material 

Continue to read through the book of 1 Kings at 
home, once each week, in order to master it, so as to 
be able to think through its contents without opening 
the Bible. Here is a suggestive list of leading points 
or episodes of the book: 

Adonijah’s attempt to reign, 

Solomon enthroned, 

David’s dying charge to Solomon. 

Salomon punishes offenders of his father’s reign. 

Solomon chooses wisdom, 

The splendor of Solomon’s kingdom and wisdom, 

Sdlomon builds the temple and the palace; the splendor 
of each. 

‘The temple dedicated, with Solomon’s address and prayer. 

Jehovah’s second appearance to Solomon. 

‘rhe glory of Solomon’s reign ; the Queen of Sheba’s visit ; 
his revenue and splendor. 

Solomon’s foreign wives and failures; God pronounces 
judgment; the nation’s adversaries make trouble. 

Solomon’s death, and Rehoboam’s accession, 

The kingdom divides between Jeroboam and Rehoboam ; 
Jeroboam’s sin of idolatry ; judgment pronounced. 

Judah’s sin under Rehoboam, 

Various kings of Judah and Israel; Ahab becomes king 
of Israel. 

Elijah pronounces judgment on Israel ; his experiences 
of God’s supernatural care. 

The great contest between God and Baal, Elijah and 
Ahab, on Mount Carmel. 

Elijah’s discouragement and discipline. 

Ahab’s further experiences; Naboth’s vineyard ; his de- 
struction foretold. 

Ahab’s defeat and death at Ramoth-Gilead. 

Jehoshaphat’s good reign over Judah; Ahaziah’s evil 
reign over Israel, 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles 
in this issue. Boldface figures at the end of certain paragraphs in 
those articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

After Solomon had chosen the wisdom that only 
God can give, God piled up the riches and splendor 
and strength of his kingdom as — has never 
been done in any earthly kingdom before or since. 
Be sure to read chapters 4 to 7, and give the class 
some idea of this. 

Solomon is true to his father’s hope as he plans to 
build the temple (chaps. 5-7). Give the class a hint 
of the thoroughgoing Saag eg that he made, by 
his arrangement with King Hiram.of Tyre: the pic- 
turesque detail of the floating of the rafts of cedar 
timber from Lebanon by sea to the coast near Jeru- 
salem (5 : 8, 9); the gigantic scale on which the work 
was done (5 : 13-18); the reverence shown in the ut- 
terly unusual fact of 6: 7; the gorgeousness of the 
gold with which the temple was resplendent (6 : 21, 
22); the time it took to build the temple (6 : 38). 
Further glimpses of the wonderful work that went 
into the temple, and its beauties, are given by Mrs. 
Bryner (3.2), and Mrs. Baldwin (2). 

It is striking that each dimension of the tabernacle 
was doubled in the temple (Griffith Thomas, I, 3). 

Can you imagine what a great day it was when 
thre time of actually dedicating the temple arrived ? 
Get the class to describe the greatest public occasion 
any of them have ever seen, like an inauguration of 
the President of the United States, and tell some- 
thing of the crowds and impressiveness of it all. 


I Kings 8 : 1-53. Commit verses 23, 24 


[The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for oom | in the lesson helps is 
1 Kings 8 ; 22-30.] 

22 And Solomon stood before the altar of Jehovah in the 

resence of all the assembly of Israel, and spread forth his 

ands toward heaven ; 23 and he said, O Jehovah, the God of 
Israel, there is no God like thee, in heaven above, or on earth 
beneath ; who keepest covenant and lovingkindness ! with thy 
servants, that walk before thee with all their heart; 24 who 
hast kept with thy servant David my father that which thou 
didst promise him : yea, thou spakest with thy mouth, and hast 
fulfilled it with thy hand, as it is thisday. 25 Now theretore, 
O Jehovah, the God of Israel, keep with thy servant David my 
father that which thou hast promised him, saying, * There 
shall not fail thee a man in my sight to sit on the throne of 
Israel, if only thy children take heed to their way, to walk be- 
fore me as thou hast walked before me. 26 Now therefore, O 
God of Israel, let thy word, I pray thee, be verified, which 
thou spakest unto thy servant David my father. 

27 But will God in very deed dwell on the earth? behold, 
heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee ; how 
much less this house that I have builded! 28 Yet have thou 
respect unto the prayer of thy servant, and to his supplication, 
O Jehovah my God, to hearken unto the cry and to the prayer 
which thy servant prayeth before thee this day ; 29 that thine 
eyes may be open toward this house night and day, even toward 
the place whereof thou hast said, My name shall be there; to 
hearken unto the prayer which thy servant shall pray toward 
this place. 30 And hearken thou to the supplication of thy 
servant, and of thy people Israel, when they shall pray toward 
this place: yea, hear thou in heaven thy dwelling-place ; and 
when thou hearest, forgive. 


1Or, for * Heb. There shall not be cut off unto thee a man from 


my sight. 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


2 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Verse 1.—Where was the ark before it was brought 
into the temple? (Griffith Thomas, II, 3; Baldwin, 2.) 

Verse 9.—Why is it mentioned that there was nothing in 
the ark save the two tables of stone? What had been done 
with the other things that the ark contained? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 3.) 

Verse 12,—Why did Solomon refer to Jehovah dwelling 
in thick darkness ? (Griffith Thomas, II, 3.) : 

Verse 13.—In what sense did Solomon mean that Jeho- 
vah would dwell in the temple forever? (Griffith Thomas, 
II, 2, 4; Baldwin, 3.) 

Verse 23.—-Is Solomon comparing God with other gods? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, §.) Does this suggest that God shows 
lovingkindness only to those that walk before him with all 
their heart? (Griffith Thomas, II, §; Ridgway, 2; Illustra- 
tions, 3.) 
| Verse 25.—Does this mean that God’s promise to David 
was conditional upon his children walking faithfully before 
him? (Griffith Thomas, II, §; Ridgway, 3; Illustra- 
tions, 2. 

Verse 27.—What does Solomon’s question about God 
dwelling on earth mean? (Griffith Thomas, II, 6; Ridg- 
way, 4.) Where was the temple located? (Pilot, ‘The 
Lesson Itself.) 

Verse 29.—Does this suggest that God heard prayer in a 
special way when it was made in the temple? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 6; Pilot, The Lesson Itself.) 

Verse 30.—What was the custom of praying ‘‘ toward 
this place’’ ? (Griffith Thomas, 1I, 6.) 








Then give a glimpse of that dedication day in Jeru- 
salem; see Mrs. Baldwin (2); prepare also by read- 
ing chapter 8 fully and the parallel passage in 2 
Chronicles 5; 7: 4-10. Hints from the dedicating of 
a church in our own day are given by Mr. Howard, 
and Mr. Rogers (1). A reading of the article by 
Professor Wilson, ** When Jerusalem Was in Its 
Glory,” on page 404, will give a clear view of that 
glory, which reached its height in the temple. 

There was evidently no mistake this time in the 
manner of bringing the ark into the new temple. 
Contrast 1 Kings 8 : 3-11 with 2 Samuel 6: 1-10. 

The ‘‘city of David,” or Zion, was one of the hills 
on which Jerusalem stood, and the ark had been 
there until 1t was removed by Solomon to the temple, 
which was on another of these hills, Moriah. Both 
Zion and Moriah are included in the greater city of 
Jerusalem. Zion is often used in the Bible as refer- 
ring to the whole of Jerusalem. 

The people were mightily blessed in having a king 
who stood before God as Solomon did. Mr. Ridgway 
(1) shows how true this is. 

Give the class an idea of how the temple actually 
looked, according to the famous model described in 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes. The meaning of the 
temple, and its similarity in some ways to the taber- 
nacle, are discussed by br. Griffith Thomas (II, 2). 

And now God filled the temple with a visible sign 
of his actual presence (vs. 10, 11). /e did not need 


‘a temple; but the people did. It helped them to 


JULY 10, 1915 









| 


have a place where his presence was manifested and 
could be counted upon in an unusual way. 

Solomon commences his address with prsiee af Je- 
hovah, declaring God's faithfulness in keeping His 


covenanted word (vs, 15-21). If we would begin all - 


our prayers by a full, clear recognition of what God 
is and what God has done, perhaps our prayers 
would have larger results. In his prayer (vs. 22-30) 
Solomon again exultantly commences by praising the 
being and person and covenant-keeping of God. 

And Solomon asks that God honor his temple in a 
special way by making it a place of heard and an- 
swered prayer (vs. 28-30). Did this limit God’s an- 
swering of prayer to the temple? No more than our 
recognition of churches to-day as God's houses, and 
as places of special worship, limits him to the an- 
swering of prayers there. 

Solomon’s prayer is discussed and interpreted by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, §, 7; see also III,and IV, 9). 


The Truth That Is Golden 


The temple was the place where man could approach 
God, and could be sure of finding God. ‘Therefore 
it was worthy of all the splendor, the reverence, the 
symbolism, the glory, that man and God together 
could give it. If man and God are to meet, each must 
give his best. 

But now the meeting place between men and God 
is the Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we can 
draw nigh to God at any time and anywhere. Israel 
faced toward the temple; we must face toward Christ. 
In Christ God gave us his best. And if we would 
have complete communion with God we must give up 
our best—and all there is of us, worst and best —to 
Christ. 

But here is a new wonder. When, having re- 
ceived Christ as our Saviour, we are made nigh by 
his blood, being born again, God works a miracle; 
he actually makes ws his temples, He lets ws con- 
tain him. The heaven and the heaven of heavens 
cannotcontain him; yet he condescends to dwell in us. 

The people of Israel could always be sure of find- 


ing .God in. their ae and people to-day should. 
2 


always be sure of. fin God within those who, by 
faith in Christ, have let him make them his temples 
(1 Cor. 3 : 16; 6: 19; 2 Cor. 6 : 16; Col. 1: 27). 
Teaching Points 

God’s three temples, then and now (Griffith Thomas, 
IV, 8.) 

When Solomon had made an end of praying, fire came 
from heaven and consumed the burnt-offering and the sac- 
rifices, and God’s glory filled the house (2 Chron, 7: 1), 
Our sincere sacrifice of ourself is cleansed by God’s fire, 
And as God sets the sacrifice on fire, so Christ will set us 
on fire (Baldwin, 4.) 

The record of minute, painstaking details in the building 
of the temple brought into God’s inspired Word shows his 
interest in detailed accuracy of workmanship. 

A sacrifice of animals that could not be counted or 
numbered for multitude was made (v. 5). It is a good 
sign when we do not stop to reckon the sacrifices that we 
are making for God. He does not calculate his for us. 

‘I claim every promise in the Bible for the first time in 
my life,’ triumphantly wrote a Christian man who had 
passed from defeat into the victory of Christ’s own life. 

‘*When thou hearest, forgive’? (v. 30). Our greatest 
need from God is his forgiveness, his grace. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Is there danger of making the house of God too costly 
or magnificent ? 

Why did it please God to have animals killed as sacri- 
fices to him? 

Why did God favor Israel in such marked ways? 

Is God everywhere? 

How can we best honor the house of God to-day? 

What customs in modern church life do you think dis- 
honor the house of God? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
The Queen of Sheba Visits Solomon (1 Kings 10: 1-10, 13) 

[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The suggestions 

and questions are for the members’ own preparation. } 

A woman from far away wanted to see for herself 
whether Solomon had all the wisdom that people said 
he had. She was well off, so she brought him some 
presents, among them three and a half million dollars 
of gold. Her visit at Solomon’s pdlace is described ; 
and we are told how she felt after she had asked 
Solomon the hardest questions she knew anything 
about. 


Where was the Queen of Sheba’s country, and how far 
was it from Jerusalem ? 

In what seven words does the Bible describe her feel- 
ings after she had heard and seen all she could? 

What did she say about God? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Whole Lesson 
H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





HE chief difference between man and other ani- 
mals is the power of man to worship God. 
This is especially iJlustrated in the dedication 

of Solomon’s Temple, which was to be a center of 
worship, just as the ark had been central in David's 
time (2 Sam. 6). 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 


Connection.—After God’s vision to Solomon (1 Kings 
3), we are given a summary of the organization of | 
his empire (4: 1-28). Then follows a reference to 
Selomon’s wisdom and literary work (4: 29-34). This, 
in turn, is followed by a brief account of the prepara- 
tion for the temple and its erection (5 : 1 to 6 : 38), a 
statement of the building of his palaces, and of the 
furniture of the temple (7 : 1-51). 

A comparison should be made between the taber- 
nacie of Moses (Exod. 25-40) and this temple, when it 
will be seen that each dimension of the former is 
doubled in the latter. (1) 

The parallel passage will be found in 2 Chronicles 
5§:1to7: 22. 

Time.—Beecher puts this event at 1011 B.C.; ‘* The 
Companion Bible” at g10 B.C. 


Il. The Lesson 


The Purpose.—Before looking at the story itself it 
is important to inquire as to the significance of the 
temple. Up to this time the place of the presence of 
God, as expressed in the tabernacle, was movable, 
but from the time of the temple it was to be made 
Sa Both structures were efforts to express 

eavenly realities, and the three names of the taber- 
nacle in the Hebrew apply equally to the temple,— 
‘* Dwelling,” ‘‘Tent of Witness,” ‘‘Tent of Meet- 
ing.” Each was regarded as the place where God 
dwelt, where he met his people, and where his word 
was a witness to them. ‘The temple was a perma- 
nent embodiment of the divine religion for the train- 
ing of the people. (2) 
he Preparation (ys, 1-11).—Instead of two sanc- 
tuaries there was now to be one only. The ark from 
Zien (2 Sam. 6: 12-17) and the tabernacle from Gib- 
eon (1 Kings 3:4) were both removed (2 Chron. 
5 : 5) and brought to the newtemple. This gather- 
ing was a representative covenant act of all the peo- 
le, summoned by Solomon, and Jehovah manifested 
bis approval and ratified his covenant by filling the 
place with his glory (6-11). When it is said that 
there was nothing in the ark except the two tables of 
stone (v. 9), it probably meant that there was no 


. longer neéd of memorials of the wilderness life. It 


has been suggested that the Philistines removed the 
other articles (1 Sam. 6), and it is significant that the 
reference in Hebrews 9 : 4 applies to the tabernacle, 
and not to the temple, so that there is no contradic- 
tion. Solomon is the central object all through, and 
the priests and prophets are, for the time, subor- 
dinate. (3) ¥ 

The Provision (vs. 12-21).--Solomon proceeds to 
give what may be called a dedicatory address. He 
referred to the unapproachableness of God (v. 12), 
emphasizing the divine holiness (Psa. 18 : 11; 97: 2; 
1 Tim. 6:16). Perhaps, too, he had in mind earlier 
teachings (Exod. 19:9; 20: 21; Lev. 16:2; Deut. 
4:11; 5:22). But henceforward the temple would 
be God's permanent abiding-place,—that is, ‘for 
ever” as contrasted with past movements, and also 
in view of the future, assuming, of course, Israel’s 
faithfulness (Psa. 145: 13). Thus Solomon encour- 
aged the priests, instructed the people, and dedicated 
the building. (4) 

The Prayer (vs. 22-53). Here in particular care 
must be taken to concentrate-attention on the main 
features rather than on details. Solomon knelt to 
pray (v. 54; 2 Chron. 6:13). The fulness of this 
prazee is almost unique in Scripture, and only our 

ord’s Prayer (John 17) compares with it. Asa help 
to — note the following outline: 

1. The Divine Plea (vs. 22-26). This emphasizes 
God’s character and revelation. The altar of Jeho- 
vah (v. 22) was the brazen altar in the open air, the 
king not being inside in the priest's enclosure. Solo- 
mon would compare Jehovah with other gods because 
of the idolatry round about Israel, and it is a pro- 
found truth that God shows his lovingkindness in 
proportion to the faithfulness of those who are his 
servants (v.-23).. While his mercy is abundant, for- 
giving our sins, he is also faithful in his dealings 
with his children, and he ts to them what they are to 
him. The promise mentioned (v. 24) is the one made 
to David (2 Sam. 7 : 12-16). God's promise (v. 25) 
was both unconditional and conditional. The uncon- 
ditional element was part of the promise to Abraham, 
concerning the Messiah, but the conditional aspect 
referred to the way in which David's seed would carry 
eut Ged’s commands. This twofold element is help- 





fully discussed in ‘‘ The Prophets and the Promise,” 
by Beecher (Crowell, $2). (5) 

2. The Definite Petition (vs. 27-30). The presence 
and grace of God were then sought. Solomon refers 
to the Divine dwelling on earth in connection with 
the temple, contrasting his presence in that limited 
sphere with his oe in the universe. This 
contrast impressed Old Testament writers (Deut. 10 : 
14; Psa. 115 : 16; Isa. 66: 1). God was not regarded 
as limited by or contained in the temple, but con- 
ceived of as infinite, and everywhere present,although 
his revelation to Israel was real and unique. ‘This is 
a significant anticipation of the thought of the Incar- 
nation, ‘‘God manifest in the flesh.” ‘rhe associa- 
tion of prayer with the temple is because it was the 
special place of the divine presence (2 Sam. 7 ; 13). 
Long afterward we read of one who prayed ‘toward 
Jerusalem” (Dan. 6: 10). The custom emphasized 
the thought of the unique place of the divine pres- 


ence. i) 

3. The Detailed Possibilities (vs. 31-53)—Note the 
recurrence of ‘‘ when” or ‘‘if” with ‘‘then.” Seven 
special uests are made by Solomon, doubtless 
guided by in so doing: (1) In the matter of oaths 
(vs. 31, 32), (2) defeat (vs. 33, 34), (3) drought ¢vs. 
35, 30), (4) calamities (vs. 37-40), (5) foreigners (vs. 
41-43, a striking echo of the promise to Abraham that 
all nations should be blessed in him), (6) time of war 
(VS. 44, 45), (7) Captivity (vs. 46-53). Thus the prayer 
includes God's glory and his grace, his righteousness 
and his mercy. ‘The teaching of the spirituality of 
Jehovah, and his independence of earthly dwelling- 
places is a wonderful anticipation of our Lord’s words 
to the woman of Samaria (jobn 4: 21-24). (7) 

The Praise (vs. 24-61).—Immediately after the 
prayer Solomon blessed God and bestowed his bene- 
diction on the people. 

The Pledge (vs. 63-66), —The outcome was renewed 
sacrifices of consecration on the part of the king and 
the people, and a festival of gladness extending all 
over the land for fourteen days. . Nowonder the 
people returned home glad of heart for all the divine 


“goodness bestowed upon them (v.66). 


' The Proof (2 Chron. 7: 1-3; 1 Kings 9: 1-9).—Im- 
mediately Solomon’s prayer was ended fire came 
down from heaven in recognition of Jehovah’s accept- 
ance, and the choir burst forth with praise in acknowl- 
edgment of God’s presence, power, and mercy. ‘Thus 
the temple system was completely inaugurated, and 
every opportunity given for spiritual worship, reli- 
gious education, and national unity. 


Ill. Central Truths 

‘* My house shall be called a house of prayer for all 
peoples.” We may therefore think particularly of 
prayer as the expression of our worship. 

1. The Fact of Prayer.—The telegraph, telephone, 
phonograph, and microphone are faint illustrations 
of prayer in annihilating distance and preserving the 
smallest sound. Prayer means dependence on God, 
desire for God, and delight in God. 

The Place of Prayer.—The “ye was important 
as the special place of meeting God, the one spot 
where his presence could be sought in his own - a 
— way. To-day, in Christ, though we rightly 

ave our places of assembly, we kaow that God’s 
presence can be sought anywhere: ; 


** Where’er they seek thee, thou art found, 
And every place is hallowed ground.” 


3. The Power of Prayer.—What will prayer do for 
the soul? At least four things: It will make God’s 
presence real, his power felt, his will clear, and his 
service easy. 

4. The Spirit of Prayer.—What does prayer need 
in order to full realization of blessing? It must be 
associated with the Ho/y Spirit (Eph. 6: 18; Jude 
20). It must be based on the word of God, his 
promises being the warrant. It must include inZer- 
cesston for others, as Solomon prayed for the for- 
eigner, and the Golden Text speaks of *‘ all peaees. “ 
And there must be occasions of prayer, both private 
and public, tor whatever may be said of the spirit of 

rayer as indicated by ‘‘ pray without ceasing,” the 
soul must have its periods of prayer, like reservoirs 
for storage of water. See also Dr, Trumbull’s 
‘* Personal Prayer: Its Nature and Scope, With Illus- 
trative Answers to Prayer” (Revell, 50 cents, net). 


IV. Suggestions for Further Study 

1. The Three Temples.—Three times is the idea of 
atemple given. First comes that in Jerusalem (Psa. 
68 : 29), then our Lord (John 2: 21), and then the 
Christian (1 Cor. 3: 16). Each of these is specially 
associated with the presence of God. (8) 

2. The House of God.—The word ** house” is often 
found in Scripture, and is tu be considered either as 
corporate or individual. The word ‘‘church” is never 
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applied to a building, but only to a community of 

ristians, It is important to notice that wherever 
God's people gather, his presence is assured (Matt. 
18 ; 20). hey can approach him feeling sure of the 
revelation of his truth and the bestowal of his grace. 
The individual Christian is also thought of as part of 
God's house or dwelling-place: ‘‘whose house are 
we” (Heb. 3:6). ‘* Ye are a temple of God” (1 Cor. 
3: 16). This thought is at once individual and cor- 
porate (Eph. 2: 21, 22). 

3. The Idea of Worship.—What does the word 
mean? It comes from ‘‘ worth,” and it means the 
‘“‘ascription of worth” to God, which is the true atti- 
tude of the soul, and wherever worship is real it will 
always imply the outgoing of the soul in dependence 
on God and admiration of him: ‘‘ Thou are worthy” 
(Rev. 4: 11). (9) 


V. A Lesson Outline 
1. The Purpose (1 Cor. 3 : 16-23). 
2. The Preparation (Psa, ah 
3. The Provision (Hag. 2: 4-9). 
4. The Prayer (Psa. 65: 1-4). 
5. The Praise (Psa, 150). 
6. The Pledge (2 Chron, 7 : 12-22). 
7. The Proof (2 Chron. 7: 1-11). 


Wycuirrz CoLiece, Toronto, 
> 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The *‘Old Man.”— Solomon stood before the altar 
of Jehovah in the presence oY all... Israel (v. 22), 

eoples have always liked religious rulers. Is there 
a case where the people turned out a king who ‘‘ stood 
before the altar of the Lord”? Mark you, I mean 
really, not professedly. France turned out a Bona- 
parte and Portugal a Bourbon, But in that empire 
upon which the sun never sets there was not a man 
who did not love his good Queen Victoria. In the 
kingdoms of business, transportation, or manufacture 
there will be no revolutions if the workers can see 
their ‘‘king’’ standing before the altar of the Lord, 
‘The mass of men are just as much hero-worshipers 
in times of peace as in times of war. If ey have 
half a chance they will hurrah just as wildly for the 
*‘old man” in derby and fountain pen as for the *‘old 
man” in cocked hat and rattling sword, The king 
that stands before the altar of the Lord has the Lord's 
Spirit in him. He-will love~his men. And for love 
men pay you back love. I know ‘‘kings” who are 
Sunday-school superintendents and Bible class teach- 
ers. In those kingdoms labor agitators get scant 
courtesy from the men. The union man keeps his 
card in his pocket. But such “kings” don’t cut 
wages one month and buy $6,000 automobiles the 
next. Don't splurge on costly functions and do the 
new-rich in the social columns. Yes, indeed, when 
the king” stands before the altar of the Lord in the 
presence of Israel, Israel is proud of her king (Psa. 
15: 1-5). (8) 

Success.— 7hy servants, that walk before thee with 
all their heart (v. 23). If I were asked what is the 
most matter with many young men of our land I 
should answer, ‘‘ Fractional Heart.” ‘Thisis what is 
wrong with them as they answer to heaven, and it is 
what is wrong with them as they answer to earth. 
Every user of men will tell you that his quest is for 
whole-hearted men. Every year thousands of young 
men start out in all sorts of vocations. How many 
have ALL their heart in that vocation? How many 
carpenters, machinists, and other artisans have the 
all-heart to cut out ‘‘downtown” and spend evenings 
in night-schools to get the fine points of the trade 
over drawing-board and text-book? How many 
mechanics have the all-heart to take and read the 
trade paper? How many lawyers, doctors, archi- 
tects, teachers, yes, and preachers, are studying and 
thinking and burning the night-lamps in the perfect- 
ing of the profession? Wanted, lawyers who know 
the law, doctors who know medicine, preachers who 
know God. All-hearted practitioners, all. Just give 
God a whole heart and in a little while whole-heart- 
edness becomes a habit for all things. It is no acci- 
dent that nearly all the men who make a success of 
religion make a success of business (Prov. 3: 5, 6). (2) 


ion for ‘! Jack’s” Sake.—Keep with thy ser- 


vant David my father that which thou hast prom- 
tsed mae oe 25). Howroyal isourGod! How boun- 
teous! Obey his laws and he comes to us witha 


lavish hand, Some one, perhaps a bird, a while ago 
put a cherry-seed into the ground, and now behold 
that great old cherry-tree in a back yard with a 
million cherries every summer. ove him and serve 
him and his blessing is yours and children’s unborn 
ae 20:6). I met an old minister and his wife at 

dford Springs this week. ‘They told me with pride 
what splendid successes their five sons were making. 
They also told of the hard struggle to educate and 
start them on the small salary. The old couple 
looked splendidly battle-worn as they told the story 
of the fight. I just chuckled and said, ‘‘ Of course.” 


The hardest fellow the Devil has to drag down and 
And every other 


keep down is ,the preacher’s son. 








"soul can forgive. 
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son whose father is living and working for God. 
Solomon was blessed for David's sake. ‘* But Solo- 
mon'’s boy?” Alas, George, Solomon lost his grip, 
and the boy lost the kingdom (1 Kings 11 : 4-6). 
Solomon couldn’t stand prosperity. Neither could 
Clem Watkins. When he was in the small place he 
and his children never missed church and Sunday- 
school. Then God prospered him and he got rich, 
He moved to where the new-rich live—I mean exist. 
No religion for Clem, nor the boys. The boys are 
busy spending ‘‘the old man’s money.” Uncle Billy 
Watson says they ‘‘are not worth kickin’ out of the 
barnyard.” The Watkins kingdom will soon pass. 
God has fixed it so every man can be a double 
blessing to his family. onor alive and prosperity 
dead. (3) 


Emanuel,— Wi// God in very deed dwell on the 
earth?... the heaven of heavens cannot contain 
thee (vy. 27). Yes, he will. He waiks with his friends 
to this very day. ‘That he is not seen makes no dif- 
ference. Every child of God has had experiences too 
holy to speak about to dearest friends. Never a 
martyr-but God was there. That is why they could 
sing among the flames and smile under the torture 
(1 Pet. 3: 14; Acts 16: 23-25). Qune time in Cieve- 
land years ago I heard a minister preach a fine ser- 
mon, in which he proved that none of the Christian 
martyrs could have suffered the agony of pain. I 
have often wished I had that convincing sermon. 
When you visit Seay oese and go into the-Cyclo- 
rama the lecturer will call your ettontion to an officer 
in yellow pray working a cannon with one hand 
while the other hand holds his torn and dying body 
together. So great is his devotion to the cause for 
which his life is sacrificed, that his nerves can only vi- 
brate with the one great passion. And he is painless. 
When you get a great and dying passion for God you 
will find him dwelling right here on earth by the side 
of you, talking to you, counseling you, strengthening 
you. This is the secret of all missionary achieve- 
ments both over the seas and down in the slums, 
You must have the passion to fesl the Presence. (4) 


Heaven's Coin.— When thou hearest, forgive (v. 
30). ‘Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive.” 
When thou hearest, forgive. This very night there 
will be more attempts to pass counterfeits over the 
counter of heaven than have been made over earthly 
counters since the world was. Prayer is simply like 
a commercial operation, We take a promise of 
heaven, of which we can always have a pocketbook 
full, just as we take a greenback of earth, of ‘which 


‘we do not always have a pocketbook full, and hand 


the promise up for what we want. But when we ask 
for forgiveness and ‘‘have it in” for any of God's 
children, our ‘‘legal tender” is not honest and we 
get nothing. ‘he promises of God, the real coin of 
heaven, are only for the forgiven ones (Mark II : 25; 
1 John 3: 21-23). ‘‘I will never forgive him,” cried 
the man, No, and do you know why? Because he 
could not. It takes a strong,.soul to forgive. The 
weakling carries spite forever. Note the folks where 
you live and mark the small souls. The best way to 
get even is to forget. I heard Tahan, the Indian, say 
yesterday, ‘‘I got even with my enemy the other 
day. I dined with him.” Only a refined and brave 
Estranged brethren make.up at 
the side of mother’s coffin. Separated folks come 
together under the shadow of a common sorrow. 
Because sorrow refines and real tears make a real 
man, 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 


Oriental Lesson - Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland Missionary 
to the Jews, Alexandria, Egypt 


T THE feast, in the month Ethanim, which ts the 
A seventh month (v. 2). That is in October, 
on the fourteenth day of which began the Feast 
of Tabernacles. The Jews generally call it by the 
Aramaic name, 7?sr7, Arabic Zeshrin, It wasasuit- 
able time for putting the ark into its new tabernacle. 
The ark, wherein ts the covenant of Jehovah (v. 21). 
The constant synagogue repetition of the Shemd 
(Hear, O Israel, etc.) leads to the Jews being classi- 
fied as akind of Unitarians; but much deeper in their 
hearts than that theological conception made popular 
by the Aristotelian Maimonides is the Oriental con- 
viction of a national religion secured by a covenant 
which is still kept by Goda though broken by Israel. 
And he come and swear before thine altar in this 
house (v. 3t). The chief example of prayer made 
efficacious by direction toward a shrine center (v. 30) 
is that of the Moslem turning in prayer toward Mecca. 
One of Mohammed's commands to his followers was 
that the tongue should always be moist with prayer 
to God, and alongside of such devotee intensity was 
the injunction that seems to us so formal, that the 
prayer should be addressed toward Mecca. He was 
thinking of race prayer in a given form of words ‘to 
be recited by all. 
Moreover concerning the foreigner (v. 41). There 
is a Jewish tradition that when the workmen of Solo- 
mon set up the door of the Holy Place it was found 


‘ THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


that it would not open. The workmen exhausted 


. their skill upon it, and the priests their prayers, but 


the two halves refused to open till they were touched 
by astranger. The King of Glory could only enter 
after a testimony that the house was to be a place of 
prayer for ali nations, Otherwise it was a church 
without missions. (1) 


ALEXANDRIA, Eoypr, 
5 4 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
sson illustration used, and two dollars for the best 

illustration each week. Manuscripts are to reach the ‘limes 
three months in advance of the lesson date. A circular explain- 
ing the acceptance of material, and the year's lesson calendar, 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


Keeping Safe.—My house shall be called a house 
of prayer for all peoples (Golden Text). The proper 
place for the — to be is inthe water, but if the water 
gets into the ship the ship will sink. The proper 
place for the church isin the world, but if the ‘‘ world”’ 
gets into the church the church will go down in dis- 
enn by Mrs. Edward L. Upton, Hartford, 

onn. 


Beecher and Ingersoll.— Blessed be Jehovah, the 
God of Israel, whospake...andhath... fulfilled 
tt (Vv. 1s). The kindness and generosity of Robert G. 
Ingersoll won for him many friends who deeply re- 

etted his opinions. Among these was Henry Ward 

eecher, In the study of the famous preacher was 
an elaborate celestial globe which had been sent him 
with the compliments of some manufacturer. On its 
surface, in delicate workmanship, were raised figures 
of the constellations and the stars which composed 
them. pit gene struck Ingersoll's fancy. He turned 
it round and round with admiration. ‘' This is just 
what I want,” he said. ‘*‘Who made it?” ‘*Who 
made it, do you say, Colonel?” repeated Beecher. 
‘*Who made this globe?” ‘* Why, nobody, of course. 
It just happened.”—From The Youth's Companion. 
Sent by D. B. Hixon, Ridgewood, N. /. 

When the Weather Disappoints.— W/o keepest cov- 
enant... with thy servants, that walk before thee 
with all their heart (v. 23). I heard Dr. Dixon of 
the Metropolitan Tabernacle say that, while pastor 
of a church in Boston, there was at the end of one 
yeara deficit in the accounts, of some two thousand 
dollars. A prayer-meeting was held to ask God to 
send the money to meet that deficit. ‘While the 
meeting was going on one of the deacons arose from 
his knees one asked his brethren to give thanks, as 
God had assured him that the money would be forth- 
coming at next Sunday’s collection. When the day 
arrived the rain was coming down in sheets. One- 
half of the congregation would not venture outin such 
weather, and so some of the deacons proposed that 
the collection be postponed till the next Sunday. 
‘“*No,” said the praying deacon, strong in faith in 
the covenant-keeping God, ‘/ did not trust the 
weather, lirusted God.” ‘The collection was taken 
and amounted to two thousand six hundred dollars. 
Faith triumphed. Sent by W. Hetherington, Addis- 
combe, Surrey, England. (1) 


The Trade-Mark.— Who hast keptwith thy servant 
David my father that which thou didst promise 
him (v. 24). On every package sent out by a certain 
printer in a large Eastern city is an impressive trade- 
mark. It is simply a circle, within which is his name 
and the words, ot mower disappoint.”” Every prom- 
ise the Lord ever made might well bear that legend. 
—From the Record of Christian Work. Sent by 
Mrs. Edward L, Upton, Hartford, Conn. The prize 
for this week is awarded to this tilustration. 


The King’s Word.— Who hast kept with thy servant 
David my father that which thou didst promise him 
(v. 24). hen William, Prince of Orange, handed a 
chosen man a written pledge for a high position in 
his kingdom if the man would support him, the man 
declined it, saying, ‘t Your Majesty’s word is sufficient. 
I would not serve a king if I could not trust his word.” 
The word of our King is worthy our fullest confidence 
and we can rely upon its complete fulfilment. Upon 
the re that God fails to keep his word the universe 
will fall to pieces.—From the Record of Christian 
Work. Sent by Mrs. Edward L. Upton, Harijord, 
Conn. (2) 

Boots in Africa.— Yet have thou respect unto the 
prayer of thy servant, and to his supplication, O 
Jehovah my God, to hearken unto the cry and to the 
prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee this 
day (v. 28). A missionary walked every foot of the 
way from Natal tothe Zambezi River: ‘‘I there found 
that I had uppers to my boots but the soles were com- 
Lae 3 worn out. I asked the Lord to send me a 
pairofboots. The Devil said to me, ‘I always thought 

ou were a fool, I am sure of it now. There are no 
oots this side of Natal, within fifteen hundred miles. 
It will take four months for the carrier to go down, 
and five to return.’ Still lexpected the boots. Three 


‘days later one of the men of the tribe brought some- 


thing wrapped in American cloth, saying it was a pres- 
ent from the chief. It was.a pair of American boots. 
‘Ah,’ said the Devil, ‘they’re not your size.’ I tried 
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themon. They were the very size. . Three years ‘be- 
fore Arab traders had brought them as a present to the 
chief, who said he had no intention of patties his feet 
into Sings like that. They were all ready for the 
servantofGod. ‘lake ‘everything to God in prayer.’” 
—From the Rev. Charles In lis in The Christian 
and Missionary Alliance. Sent by John M. Ross, 


- Los Angeles, Cal. 


Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


RAVELERS who to Jerusalem usually take 
pains to see Schick’s famous model of Solomon's 
temple which is to be found there. We have a 

chance to study it wherever we may be, by means of 
a stereograph. 

We see the model as if we were viewing the hilltop 

from the south, Nearest to us is an upward slope 

artly covered by streets and small houses. Some 
arger buildings stand in striking contrast to the 
others ; those are the king’s palace structures, of whose 
splendor we read in 1 Kings, chapter 7. ‘Then be- 
yond the palaces, higher up on the hill, we see the 
temple grounds with their divisions and subdivisions, 
surrounded oF song connected buildings like so many 
protecting walls. Passageways through certain parts 
of these outermost structures were evidently meant 
to give éntrance to a great rectangular courtyard. In- 
side that courtyard we see a smaller courtyard, occu- 
pying a somewhat higher level, itself surrounded by 
a continuous wall of buildings. One could enter that 
by mounting a broad flight of stairs and going by cer- 
tain passageways through the lower story of its en- 
closing buildings. Again, that upper, inner courtyard 
is divided into two parts. Within the western (left- 
hand) section we can plainly see a structure shaped 
somewhat like one of our own churches, That is the 
Temple proper, where the tabernacle was treasured 
behind a protecting curtain, and where the altar of 
incense stood. ‘The altar for burnt-offerings was in 
the open air, between that building and the wall of 
the adjoining. courtyard. 

During the dedication ceremonies, crowds of devout 
Israelites filled the open courts, They saw smoke 
rise into the sky from the great altar. They heard 
the chants of praise. They lifted up their own hearts 
in unison with the symbol of adoration. 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘‘Solomon’s Temple, the 
famous Schick model.” 


‘Ihe Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lessons of the year. ‘The use’ of the 
stereographs will be found a*most practical help in making 
the lesson places rea/, Forty-five places will be visited durin 
1915 ; the forty-five stereographs cost $7.50, and if they are al 
ordered at one time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given 
free. ‘Twelve places will be described with the lessons of this 
third quarter ; the twelve stereographs cost The five for 
August alone cost 84 cents. Less than five in one order are 20 
cents each. Stereoscopes, 90 cents each. Lantern slides of 
the same scenes can also be —- Plain slides, 50 cents 
each; sepia-tinted, 55 cents ; colored, $1.10. [In orders for 
twenty-five or more at one time prices are: plain slides, 40 
cents each ; sepia-tinted, 45 cents; colored, $1. Postage or 
express will be prepaid on all orders for stereographs or 
stereoscopes. Address ‘Ihe Sunday School Times Co., 1031 
Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


APrayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we thank thee 
for the sure fulfilling of thy promises. ‘The years are as a day 
unto thee. ‘Thy plans run beyond the sunsets of our little day. 
O God, may we and those who follow in our footsteps raise 
unto thy name a memorial of true and holy lives, and may 
we build into thy house the workmanship of loving service. 
Quicken our love for the places of worship to which thou hast 
drawn us as a family around the home altar. In the name of 
thy Son Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The church was a hundred years 
old. The people were holding meetings to celebrate 
the fact. And around the walls on the inside of the 
church were displayed the names of men who had in 
the years gone by rendered great service to that con- 
gregation. But there was one name spelled in letters 
of light, high above the pulpit above the carved stone 
arch over the great organ. Only a few could read 
that name, because it was in the Hebrew letters. 
One of the speakers called attention to the great 
names around the walls, but he said that worthy as 
these names were, there was a name above every 
name shining out over them all,—the name Jehovah. 
It was God who was held in supreme honor there, 

NAME 


A HOUSE FOR THY eorue 


AM | DOING MY PART IN IT? 














And it is that name and the name of the Son and 
the Holy Spirit which make our churches different 
from other buildings, especially dear to those who 
understand them. Is it not wonderful that God in- 
vites us to place our names with his in the. life of the 




















eB ss om - 


near as possible to Jerusalem. 


Soe AWD AAG AEE *S < 


- LESSON FOR JULY 25 (x Kings 8 : 1-53) 


church ? pd re Solomon a great privilege. 
he does with us. 


_ So 


‘That is what our church really is,—for the 
honoring of God, and for the helping of us 
all. Have you and I done our part, what- 
ever that is, as well as Solomon did his part, 
to build up the house of God ? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
x 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


* Faith of our fathers, living still." 
** From every stormy wind that blows." 
‘* | hear thy welcome voice."’ 
* I love thy kingdom, Lord."’ 
Pt ppm where’er thy people meet." 
** Love divine, all love excelling.” 
** There’s a wideness in God's mercy."” 
** What a Friend we have in Jesus.”’ 
(References in ntheses are to the metrical 
Psalm k “ Bible Songs.”’) 
Psalm 48 : 1-14 fess ~ I-4). 
Psalm 84 : 1-12 (169 : 1, 3, 5). 
Psalm 87 : 1-7 (175 : 1, 2 4, 5). 
Psalm 122 : 1-9 (266 : 1-4). 
Psalm 100 : 1-5 (199 : 1-3). 


| Department Helps | 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


‘ OTE.--In midsummer many teachers 
and — are probably away for vaca- 
tion. ot weather may be expected. 

Make your room as comfortable and attract- 

ive as possible. Plan your program to in- 

spire reverence for God’s house and worship, 
suggestive of to-day’s story. Read inter- 
vening chapters for the description of the 
preparations and building of God’s house. 

These were necessary before dedication was 

possible. Stories concerning God’s House, 

God’s Day, and God’s Book are always ap- 

propriate. 

Lesson Teaching.—God’s House should 
be a beautiful and holy place. 








.. | Review.—One time King _David said, I 


dive in -a beautiful. house of cedar, while 
God’s house is only a tent. I want to build 
a house for God’s worship, which shall be a 


holy place and beautiful. 


God sent Natlian, his prophet, to say to 
David, You must not build my house, for 
you have been a man of wars, but I promise 
that your son shall build it when he is king. 

David was disappointed at first, but he 
thanked God for Mis promise, and gathered 
white marble, cedar wood, gold, silver, iron, 
and brass, to be used in the temple. Before 
David died he told his son Solomon that he 
should build God’s house, 

This Week's Lesson Story. — Solomon 
waited a few years until the people knew 
that God had given him wisdom, Solomon 
wrote many wise sayings, which have been 
kept in the Bible. They are called Prov- 
erbs. Solomon soon became a great and 
rich king. 

After four years workmen began to level 
off the top of.a high hillin Jerusalem. Then 
people knew that King Solomon was ready 
to build God’s temple. While these men 
were busy getting a place ready for the great 
stone foundation thousands of men were 
busy in the mountains, cutting great cedar 
trees. They grew in King Hiram’s country. 
He had been David’s friend, and was glad 
to help Solomon to prepare cedar wood for 
God’s temple. Some men chopped trees, 
others hauled the logs to the seashore, where 
they were made into rafts and brought as 
Other work- 
men shaped the big cedar beams and wood- 
work, (1) 

Down in the stone quarries thousands of 
workmen were measuring and cutting won- 
derful great stones for foundations and beau- 
tiful marble for the wallis. 

Others were carving palms and flowers on 
olive wood posts and doors. Some made 
curtains. 

King Hiram sent a workmen to carve in 
gold and silver, and to make brass orna- 
ments and dishes. Everything was beau- 
tiful. 

The workmen did so well that-when the 
materials were brought together every part 
fitted so perfectly that there was no sound of 
hammer and tools. Solomon used the things 


a Sob ke idan ar. eo 





which his father David had gathered. Many 
parts of the furniture and dishes were covered | 
with gold. They were building a beautiful 
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holy temple for God’s worship. After seven 
years it was finished. (2) 

A procession of priests brought the ark of 
God to the temple. It was the same ark 
which King David’s procession had brought 
to Jerusalem many years before with great 


joy. 

: The time had come for King Solomon to 
ive the temple to the Lord for his worship. 
rowds of people came to see it and to join 

in the happy service of praise and prayer. 

They must te felt like singing : 


‘Holy! Holy! Holy! 
Holy is the Lord ! 
Holy is his dear name ! 
. Holy is his Word!" 
(Carols, Leyda Pub. Co., Chicago, 25 cents.) 


King Solomon stood before the altar of the 
Lord and spread his hands toward heaven as 
he prayed before all the people, giving the 
temple to God and asking for ’s care and 
blessing. While he prayed, Solomon knelt 
before the Lord and said, Thou hast kept 
every promise made to my father David. 
Thou art so great that heaven cannot hold 
thee, neither can this house. We give it 

ladly with our offerings. We are so thank- 
ul for thy promises, When we pray wilt 
thou hear us in heaven and do what is best. 
Thou canst say of this temple, My name 
shall be there; my house shall be called a 
house of prayer for all peoples, 

The people listened and prayed in their 
hearts with King Solomon. They felt like 
saying, ‘‘ Praise ye the Lord. O give thanks 
unto the Lord, for he is good ; enter into his 
gates with thanksgiving and into his courts 
with praise,’’ 

After the prayer Solomon blessed the peo- 
ple and offered sacrifices. After seven days 
of gladness they went home to their tents, 
joyful and glad of heart. 

Every church is a holy place in which 
people may truly worship God. It pleases 
God when the children attend church, They 
can help to make it more beautiful. (Sug- 
gest something that is needed, ) 

Hand-work,—Paste or draw a picture of a 
church (your own preferred), and the kinds 
of people who are welcome to worship in 
God’s house, 


CHICAGO, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


HAT an undertaking was the building 
ofthe newchurch, At first it seemed 
an impossible task to raise so enor- 

mous a sum of money. But every one worked 
and saved and sacrificed. How eagerly all 
watched the building grow through many long 
months until it became a magnificent struc- 
ture, The day for dedication came. Former 
pastors and old friends were present. What 
beautiful music and inspiring addresses ! 

You reegil that David longed to build a 
temple for the worship of God, But it was 
denied him. Why? God promised him that 
his son Solomon might build atemple. The 
structure was begun in the fourth year of Sol- 
omon’s reign. Seven and a half years passed 
before its completion. First Kings 5-8 and 
2 Chronicles 2-7 record the preparation, build- 
ing and dedication of the temple. 

Materials and moriey were being gathered 
during a part of David’s reign, Itis estimated 
that the gold and silver alone would have to- 
taled $1,091,250,000 in our money, to say 
nothing of the brass, iron, and costly timbers. 
Precious stones to decorate the inner walls 
were the most beautiful that could be found. 
They came from many sources, Only the 
choicest of white and rose-tinted marble and 
the most enduring of woods were used. The 
work required a force of some 160,000 men, 
many of them being skilled Phoenicians sup- 
plied by King Hiram of Tyre. (1) 

If possible, place before your girls the plan 
of the temple, showing the court, holy place, 
and holy of holies, Familiarize them with 
the articles of furniture: brazen altar and 
laver (outer court); table of shew bread, can- 
diestick and altar of incense (holy place) ; 
ark and mercy seat ’ (holy of holies). Not 
only were the tabernacle and its furniture 
the most wonderful symbolic representation 
of God that we have in the Bible, but in a 
marvelous way they were a revelation and 
type of Christ. 

The great day toward which the people 
have been working has arrived. Multitudes, 
gaily attireé, from all parts of Judea are 
thronging Jerusalem to witness the dedicatory 
services. It is at the time of the Feast of 





Tabernacles, in October. Solomon assembled 
the chief men of the nation to bring the tab- 
ernacle and all the holy vessels from Gibeon, 
and the ark from Zion. The great orchestra 
and chorus of 4,000 musicians and singers 
dressed in white linen accompanied the pro- 
cession, chanting from the Psalms upon the 
theme, ‘*For his mercy endureth forever,”’ 
The people sacrificed sheep and oxen without 
number (v. 5) signifying their gratitude to 
God and consecration to his service. (2) 
Our lesson is a portion of the prayer Solo- 
mon offered at the dedication service. This 
ae is the longest ag ng recorded in the 
ible, Solomon begins his prayer in adora- 
tion to God, thanking him for all the bles- 
sings of the past. Why do we not more often 
ponder upon God’s goodness to us in the past, 
and realize that he is the same faithful God 
for to-day that he was for yesterday? We have 
no right to ask God for new blessings until 
we have thanked him for the blessings already 
given, 
Notice that Solomon emphasizes that our 
— is a covenant-keeping God. God 
nad proved that he kept his word (v. 24). 
Upon this fact Solomon claims the fulfilment 
of promises. God’s word is sure (Matt. 5 : 
18). There is no better way to pray than to 
put our finger upon a promise of God which 
fits our need, then claim its fulfilment from 
him (1 John §: 14, 15). Solomon asked that 
God dwell within the temple. But he real- 
ized God could not be confined within it, for 
the earth and heaven of heavens can not con- 
tain him, God dwelt within that structure of 
wood and stone as in a peculiar sense he 
dwells in all houses of worship erected to his 
glory. God must indeed delight in the erec- 
tion of every steeple which silently points 
every passer-by to our Father above. (3) 
God’s real dwelling-place is within us, his 
children, 
but a symbol of the temple of flesh and bones, 
**Know ye not that ye are a temple of God, 
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?”’ 
(1 Cor. 3: 16). ‘* Your body is a temple of 
the Holy Spirit... ye are not your own’’ 
(t Cor. 6:19), ‘* The temple of God is holy, 
which temple ye are’’ (1 Cor. 3 : 17, marg.). 
As we go about our work and our play do 
we’ realize that God, through Christ Jesus, 
lives within us? When Solomon liad finished 
his. prayer, the ‘cloud which had rested over 
the holy of holies grew brighter until fire 
broke out and consumed the sacrifice (2 
Chron, 7:1). So Christ the light of the world, 
within us, will set us on fire with zeal in his 
service, (4) 


Next Week’s Lesson 


Where was Sheba? 

Is Sheba in existence to-day ? 

What prompted the queen of Sheba to visit 
Solomon ? 

What difficulties of travel must the queen 
have experienced? 

Do material things entirely satisfy ? 
why not? 

‘To whom did the queen of Sheba attribute 
Solomon’s greatness? 
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If not, 


* 
Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


E HAD a time of it Friday night at 
teacher’s house trying to write up 
the dedication of Solomon’s temple. 

Every fellow wanted the Bible Diction- 
ary at the same time, and teacher was hust- 
ling back and forth from one boy to another 
like a first aid to the gps Finally, by 
reading a lot in the Bible and some other 
books teacher had there we got our para- 
graphs made up. 

Sunday morning as soon as class took up 
teacher said, ‘* We’re going to have a clip- 
ping read to-day from what would have been 
the Daily Jerusalem Journal, if there had 
been any such paper, nearly a thousand years 
before Christ.”’ 

Bulldog was called on first to read the 
headlines and here is what he read : 


King Dedicates Grand Temple 


Solomon Solemnizes Seven - Year 
Achievement 


Great Concourse of People Join in 
Service 


jerusalem Now Has the Most 


Beautiful Building in 
the World 
The paragraph that I wrote to start the 
article off just told that ‘* The greatest crowd 
seen in our city for many years gathered 


The temple of wood and stones is - 


* 409 


yesterday when King Solomon and his court 
solemnly dedicated the new temple on Mt. 
Moriah to the worship of God,”’ etc. 

Then Fred read his history of the build- 
ing. He said it really dated back to King 
David, who first planned to build it, but was 
forbidden by God through the Prophet 
Nathan, in order that a greater and more 
—* ruler might do the plan justice. 

e told how David gathered millions of 
dollars’ worth of gold and silver toward it; 
that it had been started more than seven 
years before; how many men had worked 
on it; and the fact that it was put together 
without the sound of tools, 

Bumps’ paragraph gave a description, how 
the temple proper was modeled after the 
tabernacle, but twice as big. He told a little 
about the extra rooms, towers, pillars, ete. ; 
and then how beautiful it all was, costly 
wood carved with fruit and flower patterns 
and all covered with gold. 

An account of the dedicatory exercises was 
given by Bert, beginning with the procession 
that brought up the ark, telling about the 
thousands of sacrifices, Solomon’s great ded- 
icatory prayer, and how a cloud of heavenly 
glory suddenly filled the inner room where 
the ark was put, to show that God’s presence 
was there, 

Carl told still more about the prayer, what 
Solomon prayed for, you know, Then he 
read some of it, to show how beautiful it 
was, 

Here Fatty brought out the stereoscopic 
view that he had been keeping all the week, 
and explained it to us, He said a man 
named Schick had studied up all about the 
temple and then made a model of it; walls, 
courts, and all. The model is in Jerusalem, 
but this phatograph shows just what it looks 
like}, 

He had to show us where the temple part 
was, there was so much around it. I sure 
would like to have seen it when Solomon got 
it done, but the picture is wonderful, I 
could see just how the crowds must have 
looked at the dedication, climbing up the 
steps and standing around in the courts while 
the sacrifices were being offered and Solomon 
was praying his prayer. 

‘* Why don’t they dedicate churches now ?”? 
suddenly asked Fatty. ; 

‘¢] was just going to bring up that very 
subject,’? answered Mr, Mason, Then he 
pulled out a real newspaper clipping that he 
got down at the newspaper office out of an 
old paper. It told all about when our church 
was dedicated, who offered the prayer, what 
they sang, and everything. 

Then he talked about what it means to 
dedicate a church; giving it to God, you 
know, and how we ought always to regard it 
as God’s house and use it only as he would 
want it used, He said a church is very dif- 
ferent from any other building, and that we 
ought to feel a deeper reverence and devo- 
tion for it. (1) 

Then he had us look up 1 Corinthians 6 : ° 
19, where it says our bodies are temples of 
the Holy Spirit, and we talked about that, 
how we ought to dedicate our very bodies to 
God and then treat them as he would want 
his property treated. 

Teacher brought out that little book where, 
long ago, we signed a pledge against the 
things that would hurt or defile our bodies, 
He let us all read the pledge over just to re- 
mind us, and then he asked Fatty if he would 
like to sign it too, Fatty hadn’t joined our 
class yet when we got up that book, you 
know. 

So Fatty signed it, and we were all glad. 
Bumps says he’s going to write over to In- 
dianapolis and tell Skinny that the fellow 
who took his place is making good. 

For next week teacher gave each of us 
one of these questions to look up: 


Where is Sheba? 

What was the real purpose of this queen’s 
visit ? 

What use does Solomon seem to have put 
his wisdom to? 

What sins did Solomon’s wealth lead him 
into? 

What are some modern dangers in being 
rich? 

What did Jesus say about the Queen of 
Sheba? 

What hymn was suggested by this lesson? 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 


The Lesson Truth. 


God's house is sacred, 
Our bodies are God's temples. 





1See “ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page 4o8 in 
this issue. 





“- 








CAN OR WILL? 
—OR BOTH? 


The old way of putting it: 
.“Will you teach a class?” 
The new way of putting it : 
“Can you teach a class?” 


The in-earnest teacher wants to answer both quege 
tions in the affirmative : 


“J can and | will teach a class.” 


RE WILLING 


And many are able, but there is a great call for many 


. more who are both willing and able. 


Perhaps some of your co-workers are willing; yes, 
and perhaps they are doing the best they know how. 
And yet you see a lack of something in their work, 
You know that The Sunday School Times might be 
used, under God, te supply all that they need, -turn- 
ing aimless effort into profitable service. 


AN YOU 
ND WILL YOU 


Give a small portion of your time to the extension 
work of The Sunday School Times? 





We shall count it a privilege to send you upon re- 
quest a package of specimen copies for distribution 
among possible subscribers, or, 


HAT IS BETTER 


Why not make a git of The Sunday School Times to 
some friend or friends who, you feel, need its help ? 
Our introductory subscription rate of 25 cents for 
three months or 50 cents for six months will enable 
you to do this at a very small expense. 


If you give them a six-months’ introductory subscrip- 
tion now, it will be renewable about the first of the 
year ; and they will, we confidently trust, become so 
attached to the paper that they will want it through- 
out 1916. 


The Times will, upon request, send you a safety coin 
mailer for twenty-five or fifty-cent pieces if one is 
not wrapped with your paper this week, and will 
assume risk for silver sent in these safety mailers, 
or for stamps or paper money sent in a sealed letter. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


Please Ask for Book Department Catalogue. 
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Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
(Continued from preceding page) 

Beginning. 

Each boy reads his assigned part of a sup- 


posed newspaper account of the Dedica- 
tion of Solomon's ‘lemple. 

God's House. : ¥ 
Do we ever dedicate churches now ? 
illustration: Story of dedicating your own 

church. An editor can find it in his files. 
How is a church different from all other 
buildings ? 
How should the church be used ? 
Our Bodies. 
What does Paul call our bodies? 
How Should we treat such a temple? 
Pledge-signing by any who have not signed. 
Terre Haute, Inp. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 











bishop of Canterbury, in presiding 

over a large meeting for the consid- 
eration of the Revival of Family Prayers, 
said that much of his time was spent at this 
season of the year in presiding over public 
meetings, but he had seldom felt that at- 
tendance at a meeting was so helping for- 
ward a good work as on this occasion. 
They had been bidden Godspeed in this new 
endeavor by soldiers, sailors, scientists, 
statesmen, scholars, social reformers, uni- 
tedly. The attempt to bring back family 
prayers into home life was an attempt to 
bring back something of that religious spirit 
in the home life which has its outward, tan- 
gible expression in family prayer, and which 
now seems to be dwindling. 

We should all pray that ‘* Family Wor- 
ship,’’ as an institution, may be revived, for 
such a revival would mean a quickened 
spiritual life throughout the whole land. 


Orvis recently His Grace the Arch- 





July 19-25 
Mon.—1 Kings 8 : 22-30. 
Solomon Dedicates the Temple. 
The great act of dedicating the temple was 
a threefold one. The first stage was setting 
the ark in its place, ‘The ark was the sym- 
bol of the Divine Presence, which must ever 
be the true dedication of any sanctuary. 
The second stage was the solemn prayer of 
our lesson, ‘** breathing the purest concep- 
tions of the character and nature of God and 
all aglow with trust in him, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that God’s 
people may everywhere realise his presence 
amoung them, Pray that church buildings, 
as they bear their silent testimony in the 
midst of our busy cities, may arouse pas- 
sers-by to think on the things for which the 
church stands. 


Tues.— 2 Kings 8 : 54-61. 
Solomon Blesses the Congregation. 

‘This is the third stage .in the great cere- 
monial of dedicating the temple. What a 
thankful retrospect is suggested by the words 
**there bath not failed one word of all his 
good promise.’’ All who have had any real 
dealings with God have ever given the same 
testimony, God’s continued presence with 
his people guarantees continued blessing. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Praise God for his 
wonderful promises, and for the measure in 
which you have realised their fulfilment. 
Prav jor faith to rest in his written Word 
atcll times, It has never failed and never 
will, 


Wed.—1 Cor, 3: 10-17. The Human Temple. 
Here we have the reality of which Solo- 
mon’s Temple was the symbol. What a 
sublime thought that God, through Christ, 
should make our poor hearts his dwelling- 
place. We are not only the place of his 
habitation, for it follows that in us he must 
reveal himself. Men will believe in Christ 
when they see that those who profess him are 














like him. So with the church, when it glows 
| with the glory of God it will have power to 
| draw men to him whom it reveals. 

| PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray that the power 
| 0f the Holy Spirit may work love in the 
hearts of all believers toward each other, that 
the world may see and know God's love in 
them. 


Thurs.—John 2 : 13-22. The Temple of God. 


JULY 10, 1915 


cleansing the temple. He is full of love and 
sympathy, but we must not overlook the 
sterner a-pects of his character, as when he 
is consumed with a holy zeal for the sanctity 
of God’s house. 


PRAYER SuGGEstTiONS: Pray that the labor- 
ers may be raised up and thrust forth into 
the whitening harvest field. Think to-day 
of and make prayer for the unreached mil- 
lions of South America. Pray for Italy, 
now sorely oppressed by war and greatly in 
need of the unadulterated Word of Life. 


Fri.—Matt. 12: 1-8. Greater than the Tempte. 

Think that there has been on this earth a 
Man who said: ‘*In this place is one greater 
than the temple.’’ People have believed 
him, and do believe him, and have found 
that his words were simple verity, and that 
Christ is in reality all that the temple was in 
symbol. He is greater than the temple, for 
in him abides the fulness of him whom we 
name Father and God, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Seek to-day to be 
made like Christ. Ask far a deeperlove for 
his word, and strive after grace so to appor- 
tion your time that you will find sufficient 
Sor quiet meditation upon what you read. 
Sat.—Heb. 9: 1-14. 

The More Perfect Tabernacle. 

At the death of Christ the veil separating 
the Holy Place from the Most Holy was rent 
in twain from the top to the bottom, suggest- 
ing that the way into God’s immediate pres- 
ence is now open through the blood of 
Christ; or, as Dr. Andrew Murray points 
out, ** When he died the veil was rent in 
twain; the two compartments were made 
one.”? All the light, love, and holiness of 
the Most Holy Place are free to believers. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the ser- 
vants of God who to-day will be seeking 
messages to give to the people on the morrow. 
Pray that all his servants may be taught of 
him, and that they may have courage to 
speak the Word without fear. 


Sun.—Jer. 31 : 27-34. Spiritual Communion. 

‘True communion has its seat in the heart, 
and only that heart cleansed by the blood of 
the Lamb can enter into communion with 
him. Man believes, God forgives, and com- 
munion is established’; and by such commu- 
nion the child of God is changed into his 
image from glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Zhis ts the Lora’s 
Day. Pray to be kept in his Spirit during 
all its hours. Seek for the power of the 
Lord to be in all the services of the church. 
Pray for blessing upon ministers, choirs, 
Bible classes, and Sunday schools, and also 
for those on vacation, that they may keep 
their testimony for Christ clear and true. 


EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND. 


Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


266. What fortress was so strong that its 
holders boasted that the lame and the 
blind could defend it? 

267. What city-wall was so weak that its en- 
emies boasted that it would not bear the 
weight of a fox? 


268. Where is the only prophecy of the three 
days of the Resurrection? 

269. Who left their own children and gave 
up their lives to restore the glory of a 
nation ? 

270. What msssage of sorrow and doom 
caused the death of a blind man and a 
sick woman ? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


261. Abraham (Gen. 21 : 22); Jacob (Gen, 
28 : 15); Joseph (Gen. 39: 2); Moses 
(Exod. 3: 12); Joshua (Josh. 1: 5); 
Gideon (Judg. 6 : 16); Samuel (1 Sam. 
3:19); David (1 Sam. 16:18; 18: 
14). 

262. Ichabod, meaning ‘‘no glory ’’—the 
child of the wife of Phineas, so named 
when she knew that the ark of God had 
beén captured by the Philistines (1 Sam. 
4:21, 22). 

263. Eli. ‘The sign was to be the death of 
his two sons on the same day (1 Sam. 


2 : 31-35). 





i | What an overwhelming impression we gain 


of our Lord’s personal majesty by this act of 





264. The battle between Abner the general 
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LESSON FOR JULY 25 (2 Kings’8 : 1-53) 


of the son of Saul, and Joab the general 
of David (2 Sam. 2 : 15-17). 

265. Whew Saul broke the covenant of peace 
which Joshua had made with the Gibe- 
onites (Josh. 9; 2 Sam. 21). 


PHILADELPHIA, 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 


= 








Sunday, July 25, 1915 
Christ in Me (John 15 : 1-11) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—In me by faith (Eph. 3 : 16-21). 
‘TUES.—The condition (1 John 3 : 21-24). 
WED.—Seeking admission (Rev. 3 : 20, 
THURS. —Lost in Christ (Gal. 2 : 20). 
Frt.—Christ's aim (John 17 : 23). 
Sat.—Indwelling Spirit (Rom. 8 : 8-14). 











What is meant by Christ dwelling in us ? 
How should Christ in us dominate us ? 
How may Christ fully control us? 


HE Christian religion is not a religion at 
all in the sense in which the non- 
Christian religions are religions, or ina 

mere philosophical significance. It is not a 
new idea of God or a particular view of life 
ora higher moral code or a system of opin- 


jon or an institution. As a matter of fact, 


Jesus never used the word religion, and it is 
not found in the Gospels. Christianity in 
his view, and in the thought of the early 
church, was not a teaching or a method of 
living. It was, indeed, all these things, but 
it was something more, at once more simple 
and vastly deeper. It was a life. And that 
life was the life of God communicated through 
the incarnate and crucified and risen Lord to 
the life of every believer. What Christ 
offered men was this life. And he made 
nothing of his ethical doctrines or social 
principles, amazing and rich ‘as these were, 
in‘ comparison with it: ‘* Except ye eat the 
flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, 
ye have not life in yourselves.’’ ** Behold, 
I stand at the door and knock; if any man 
hear my voice and open the door, I will come 
in to him, and will sup with him, and he with 
me’? (Rev. 3 : 20). 
% 


This was the glorious and unflinching mes- 
sage of Paul. Christ lived in him, and he 
preached to men the joy of a life in which 
Christ dwelt as the power and wisdom and 
love of God. Read Galatians 2: 20, and 
mark in the Epistle to the Ephesians every 
reference to believers as in Christ and Christ 
as in believers. A merely ethical or doctri- 
nal gospel is a very different thing from the 
gospel of the Gospels and the Epistles. 


+4 


Do not be afraid to accept this teaching 
boldly. It issupernatural. It is the offer of 
God to come into the life of man and to be 
there a new power. Christ does not merely 
ask men to try to do better, to nerve their 


wills to a more resolute effort than any they 


had made before. TIlesays to the man whose 
will is gone, who is a beaten and lost man, 
‘*I don’t ask you to do what you can’t do. 
All I ask is that you will by faith let me in, 
and I will live in you and win through you 
the victories which you have never won and 
never can win,’’? This is the good news of 
the gospel. 
2% 


Christ within. us means, however, more 
and not less struggle on our part. We sur- 
render all to Christ. We let him in as our 
own hope. We rest in absolute yielding up 
to him. And then he pours the tide of his 
new recreating moral energy through us, and 
we work and strive and battle and achieve 
with a purpose and hope unknown before. 

% 


It is good to know that Christ is so near. 
Nearer he cannot. be. Wherever we are, 
there he is, for, he is-in us. Alone in the 
night we commune with him within our own 
hearts. Loneliness can never be, for he is 
closer than with us. Across the earth he 
travels with us, for he travels in us. Always 
and everywhere we are with God, and we 
have all things, 2nd nothing can separate us 
from .our treasure, 
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Christ in me.isthe power of a new life and 
being. We can do all things now that we 
could not before, 


Christ in us is peace and rest. What can 
matter when he is in our hearts? 


Where Christ is, nothing un-Christlike may 
be. If I consider iniquity in my heart, can 
he remain there? 

Ralaseene ages oot ahaa the Sad, 

_* athirst 

Yea, for the living God * ;—thy thirst and his 

Are one, . .. Life is not enough, 

Nor love, not learning. Death is not enough 

Even to them, happy, who forecast new life ; 

But give us now, and satisfy us now, — 

Give us now, now !—to live in the life of God 3 

Give us now, now !—to be at one with him {"” 
New Yor« City. 





Children at Home 





Barbara’s Beads 
By Alice Mary Farrington 


T WAS an out-of-doors wedding, under 
the big elm-trees, Barbara was going 
to carry the wedding ring, in the heart of 

arose. And mamma said she might wear 
her new pink beads—the beads Barbara her- 
self helped make, of cornstarch and _ salt. 
How that salt would sparkle at the wedding! 

*Twas.always the best good time of the 
year, anyway, to go to Cousin Caroline’s, 
though Barbara was afraid Caroline had been 
too busy for pets this year. 

As soon as her traveling hat was off, she 
tiptoed to the bride’s door. ‘* Did you have 
time for pets, Cousin Caroline?’’ Barbara 
asked doubtfully. 

*¢ Oh, yes,”’ said Cousin Caroline, ‘* A cos- 
setlamb! It was so weak and chilled that 
father brought it into the house and kept it 
in a box behind the stove. I fed it milk 
from a bottle, just like a baby, for a long 
time.’’ 

**Oh-ee1 *% cried Barbara rapturously. 
** May I see it!”’ 

**It’s in the pasture now. Run out and 
find it; but be sure to latch the gate tight 
behind you, because the lamb is used to fol- 
lowing me everywhere, and might come to 
the wedding !”’ 

Barbara rushed off. She crossed the brook, 
and climbed the farther bank, crushing spicy 
spires of pennyroyal. She stopped and 
picked a handful. On the crest she found 
the lamb, white and woolly and friendly. 
It sniffed her bunch of herbs and didn’t like 
it. Barbara hunted white clovers so hard to 
tempt it to eat from her hand that she even 
forgot the wedding. Not until she heard 
mamma calling across the field did she re- 
member. *She mustn’t be late. Why, maybe 
they couldn’t be married without her ! 

Barbara raced back to the house, and 
hurried into her white dress. The long, 
glittering string of beads hung round her 
neck. Last of all, she took in her hand the 
rose, just the color of her beads, the gold 
ring almost hidden in its pink petals. Then 
Barbara stepped to her place next the bride, 
and the procession started. 

Barbara bore the ring very carefully. She 
set her feet down gingerly, lest her white 
slippers trip over an uneven spot in the lawn 
and jolt the ring out of the rose. She was 
glad when the march ended ynder the elms, 
and that danger was past. But, oh, my! 
how a big thorn in the stiff stem did prick! 
She didn’t dare to unclasp her hand for fear 
she might tilt the rose a bit, and out would 
roll-the ring into the grass and be lost. 

With a sight of relief, she saw the ring 
safe on the bride’s finger. She dropped her 
tired hand at her side, and eased it from the 
sharp prick of that thorn. 

**T’ll press the rose and keep it always to 
remember the wedding by,’’ thought Bar- 
bara. ‘It will be a keepsake.’’ 

Neither Barbara nor any of the rest heard 
the soft thud of little feet over the thick turf. 
But Barbara felt a tug at her hand. She 
looked down. Thelamb! And eating her 
rose ! 

Barbara opened her mouth—and shut it. 
She mustn’t interrupt the ceremony in the 
very solemnest part. She jerked her hand 
away, buf too late. Every one of the fra- 
grant pink petals was eaten. The lamb 
stretched up its neck for the big juicy green 





leaves, Barbara lifted the leafy stem beyond 
its reach, The lamb leaned against her, 
but she only thought how quiet and good it 
was now. 

Suddenly she felt a pull on her neck, The 
jamb was eating beads—her beautiful, spark- 
ling beads! It liked them better than rose 
leaves. That was why it had kept so still. 
It was swallowing more and :more of the 
string, and dragging her head down, 

The minister’s voice stopped. ‘* My 
beads!’ screamed Barbara. ‘‘ The lamb is 
eating my beads!’’ The bridegroom sprang 
to help. He broke the thread that strung 
the beads and freed Barbara from the lamb. 

The rest of the beads slipped off and 
rolled into the grass, where the lamb hungrily 
nosed them out and swallowed them, 

** It was the salt in the beads,’’ explained 
Cousin Caroline, wiping away Barbara’s 
tears, ‘*Youknow there’s nothing sheep 
love like salt. Once the lamb’s tongue 
tasted that, it wouldn’t let go. But how did 
that lamb ever get out of the pasture?’’ she 
wondered. 

Barbara’s face grew as pink as her lost 
beads, 

** II’ afraid I forgot to latch the gate,’’ 
she faltered. 

‘* Never mind,’ said Cousin Caroline. 
**I’m glad my little cosset lamb came to the 
wedding, after all. Too bad about the beads. 
But here is a bride rose from my own bou- 
quet for your keepsake.”’ 


BREWER, MAINE. 
‘<0 
Sunday-School Doings 


e ( Continued Srom page 405) 


It is not only the paid colporteurs that sell 
them. Indeed, the church people who get 
no money for it sold more than our colpor- 
teurs last year. 

Mr. Blair, of Taiku, on inquiring of fifty 
men how they came to believe, found that 
more had decided from reading the one-cent 
Gospels than from reading tracts, or being 
preached to, or going to the church for a 
sight-see, 

The church where this review was held 
sold over 2,000 Gospels last year, and the 
Andong city church also over 2,000. We 
give a banner to the church that sells the 
most per capita in a year, not counting those 
sold by paid colporteurs, of course. 


Japan’s ‘*‘ Sunday-School Christians.’’ 
—Good fruit is constantly’ being gathered 
from Sunday-school membership in Japan. 
From the Sunday-school conducted by the 
Rev. K. Mito, now Secretary of the Sunday- 
school work of the Japan Methodist Church, 
three ministers have come,—men who are 
now active in the work of theirchurch. Mis- 
sionary Paul S. Mayer writes as follows: 

** Recently I was privileged to baptize and 
to take into church membership a young 
man who may be called a Sunday - school 
Christian, From the age of ten to thirteen 
he was a scholar in our Sunday-school. After 
that until Jast year, being an apprentice, it 
was impossible for him to attend the Sunday- 
school. Last year, however, his mother came 
under the influence of Christian teaching, 
and he strongly urged her to become a Chris- 
tian. She was baptized last year. For some 
time he has been attending our preaching 
services and the Bible class. Recently he 
became a Christian. He is the direct fruit 
of the Sunday-school, and therefore I call 
him a ‘* Sunday-school Christian.” 


Teacher-Training in Japan.—An active 
soldier of the cross in Nagoya, Japan, writes 
this to the World’s Office: ‘*My.plan is to 
organize a teacher-training class, and among 
the volunteers who have offered themselves 
for that work, and to conduct schools, are a 
number who can use English to advantage, 
Aoyama Gakuin graduates and earnest Chris- 
tian men. These enter the work for the love 
of it, get no pay, and-are the hope of the 
situation, humanly speaking. But to make 
use of these, and to push the work of form- 
ing a circuit of schools, I need Sunday-school 
helps, such as lesson commentaries, picture 
rolls and picture cards. I cannot use many 
English papers for Sunday-schools, but can 
use, say, five copies regularly. I also need 
books which aid the teachers, such as teacher- 
training helps, Peloubet’s Notes for 1912 and 
1913, etc. It is one‘of the greatest fields of 
opportunity that I have ever known.”’ If 
any would help this brother, they may ad- 
dress the Rev. David S. Spencer, Nagoya, 


Japan. 

















That Dish 


of oats, half-eaten, proves something 
lacking in flavor or in cooking. Let 
us help correct it. 


Make Oats 
a Luxury 


First, get large, luscious flakes. 
Get them made of rich, plump 
grains alone. They have the fla- 
vor, the aroma which make oat-food 
delightful. That means Quaker 
Oats. 


Then cook them in the way we 
show below. 


This food is important., Nature 
makes no vim-food like it. Odats 
will remain forever the advised food 


for the young. To “feel one’s oats” 
will always signify vitality. 

It can be and should be a dainty. 
It is in millions of h 


omes which serve 
Quaker. And one doesn’t outlive 
the love of it. 


Quaker 
Oats 


Queen Grains Flaked 


10c and 25c per package 
Except in Far West and South 






Cereal 
Capacity 
214 Qts. 


Quaker Cooker 


This aluminum double-cooker is made to our 


order to cook Quaker Oats in the ideal way. To 
hold its aroma and bring out its flavor. € sup- 
ply it to Qua users. 

fond sp cen epdemath So pletage of the Cashes 
—from 50 cents’ worth of Qua ats. one 
dollar with these trademarks and we will send this 
perfect cooker by parcel post. 


Some 700,000 homes now make this dish more 
delicious than ever by using a Quaker Cooker. 


The Quaker Oats Company 
Railway Exchange, Chicago 
(950) 
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For Headache 


—that throbbing persistent kind 
t on by nervous strain, 
apo overwork, or worry 
y lack of phscemetes, 

Supply these vital elements, and 
eve the head torment by using 


HORSFORD’S 
Acid Phosphate 


(Non-Alcoholic) 


| Keep a bottle in your home | 


Church Organs 


Latest Approved Methods. Highest 
Grade Only. Established 1827. 


Main Offce & Works PAs "kecas "eese 
Hook & Hastings Co. 


BRANCHES: 
Boston, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville, 
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DUAL by eer aN SERVICE 


Er oe a 
cite ‘Sportal 
THOMAS COMMUNION SERVICE CO. Bcc 8 LIMA, OfN0 





WILLIAMS PIANOS 


AND ORGANS ‘ for homes and churches sent on 


pproval. Factory prices and easy 
terms, Send for free pe a ty State which—piano or or- 
gan. Williams Piano &0rgan Co. Dept. t.T, Chicago 


CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE | 


Globe Furniture Co., Lid., 23 Park Place, Northville, M 


— 
POCONO MANOR INN 


OPEN ALL THE YEAR. POCONO MANOR, PA. 


Under Quaker management : 1.800 feet above sea 
level; 800 acres; finest scenery in Pocono Moun- 
tains ; table, water and Friendly environment ; pri- 
vate baths ; exhilarating golf, tennis and bowling, 
ample garage ; fine stone roads. Attractive private 
cottages are aiso for rent for the season M.E.Deagier 
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Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch), For 
detailed information address ‘The Religious 
Press Association, 901 Witherspoon Build- 
ing, Philadelphia. 


_ Subscription Rates 


unday School Times is published 
t the following rates, payable in 
® | for either old or new subscribers, 
“® Vuited States and Canada. These 























Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a pack- 
e address, $1.00 each, per year. 
One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
One COPY og years, $6.00. 

ne free c addi- 
Free Copies tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Posta! Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 
One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 
Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 ey s each 
or Grea t Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 21 
Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rate, the paper 
pl be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscrib- 
Mr Downie can also supply the other publications 
of The Suuday School Times Company 


Tue SunpAy ScHOOL Times Co., Publishers, 
1038 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





Books Worth Noting 











The Church and Modern Problems 
(By P. B. Fitzwater, D. D.).—‘Ibat the 
todehings of 1 Corinthians are as practical 
and as timely to-day as when they were 
given to the early church is the author’s con- 

viction, The book consists of a series of 
lectures on that Epistle. The subjects 
treated are church hétions, church disci- 
pline, litigation among church-members, the 
Christian’s body, marriage, Christian liberty 
and forbearance, proper decorum in the 
public assembly, spiritual gifts, and the bod- 

ily resurrection. An appendix gives a good 
working outline of the Epistle. ‘There is an 
introduction by Dr. Parley E. Zartmann, 

who was one of the author’s colleagues on 
the faculty of the Moody Bible Institute of 
Chicago. (Bible Institute Colportage Asso- 

ciation; paper, 25 cents net; cloth, 50 
cents net ; postage, 6 cents.) 


oo Missionary Heroes Every Bo 
and Girl Should Know (By Julia H. 
Jolinston).—Every boy and girl should know 
something about the great heroes of the 
church in mission lands. Stories of their 
thrilling adventures find heroic achievements 
are not only fascinating to children, but tend 
to develop character along right lines, Yet 
the average child does not even know their 
names, Overburdened mothers and busy 
Sunday-school teachers who should be tell- 
ing their stories, have scant leisure to search 
through the annals of missionary literature 
for the necessary facts. But with such a 
volume.as this of Miss Johnston’s, the task 
will be easy. Besides brief sketches of fifty 
great missionaries whose work on earth is 
done, the book includes a roll-call of living 
heroes and a list of *‘ missionary sayings that 
have become classic.’’ (Revell, $1.) 


Silver Chimes in Syria (By the Rev. 
William 5S. Nelson, D. D.) affords us 
‘glimpses of a missionary’s experiences ’’ 
in a delightful and telling way. ‘The au- 
thor’s modesty and simplicity add charm to 
his illuminating narrative. Our own heavy 

from ‘Syrta; and his references to 
this, invest his tale throughout with special 
interest, Of its 174 pages there is not one 
that does not grip the attention. After 
perusal one wonders that so much both of 
pleasure and of varied and timely informa- 
tion can be conveyed in so small a compass. 
A most winsome tenderness and gentleness 
of character breathe through the volume, as 
befits the son of the author’s distinguished 
and beloved father, the late Rev, Henry A. 
Nelson, D.D. The illustrations are good, 
and the lack of a map seems the only defect 
in the book. (Westminster Press, 75 cents). 

Enjoyable Entertainments (By Lilian 
M. Heath).—The task of getting up enter- 
tainments for children and young people is 
often a perplexing one. ‘Those in search of 
help along this line will find it in Miss 


| tions. 
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The conclusion is that no man need 
give up the church in order to receive the 
benefits of healing, since it is in the church, 
which presents the finished work of Christ 
ne the gift of the Holy Spirit, that life, 
light, , power, peace, and health can be found. 
Altogether the book is valuable, sane, and 
strong, ae worthy of careful, discriminating 
study. m page 119 there is a misprint of 
o Aemenion for ‘*Arminian,’? (Revell, 
$1.50 net). 








40 Ways to the 
California Expositions 


is the title of an attractive booklet issued 
by the Chicago & North Western Ry., which 
outlines in concise form forty different at- 
tractive routes from Chicago to California, 
and shows plainly by a series of outline 
— how you may visit both Expositions 
see the grandest mountain scenery and 
the localities most interesting to the sight- 
seer enroute. 
You should have this booklet to plan 
pa trip to the Pacific Coast and t hg cot res 
sitions It will save you time oa money 
ailed free with other Wrorature giving rates, 
complete train service and full particulars 
3 C. A. Cairns, G.P. & T.A., Chicago 
& North Western Ry., 226 W. Jackson St., 
Chicago, Ill. 











The Missionary Institute 


Nyack-on-the-Hudson. 33d Year 
Thorough courses of instruction for Mis- 
sionaries, for Minister, and for Christian 
Workers. ‘lhree separate courses; beauti- 
ful situation, happy home life; loyalty to 
the Bible ; wholesome spiritual atmosphere ; 
sound and evangelical in doctrine. 

Over 1,000 Missionaries and hundreds of 
Christian workers have been trained, 
_ Send for free catalogue. 
Rev. Walter M. Turnbull, Dean, Nyack, N. Y. 
Wilson Mémorial Academy in affiliation. 








The Schauffler Missionary Training School 
prepares young women of American and foreign 
parentage for social and religious service amon 

their own people ; also for pastors’ secretaries, an 

the various forms of peoceenenel church work 
Correspond with the Principa 

Mrs.MaryW.Mills,5111 FowlerAve. »S.E.,Cleveland,0, 














OME - MAKING, THE NEW PROFESS! .. "is a 100-pp. il- 
lustrated handb ody Aha gt ome Tidy 
Domestic Science courses. For RS teach- 
ing and well-paid positions. AMEgRICAN SCHOOL OF 
Homg Economics, 502 W 69th St., Cuicaco, Itt 


BYsY Pastors’ COURSES at home, leading to 
raduate degrees. Gatalog. Write c. J. Bure 
ton, President Oskaloosa College, Oskaloosa, lowa. 
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Anthony 
Comstock 
Fighter. 


By 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Some Impressions of a Lifetime of 
Adventure in Conflict with 
the Powers of Evil. 


An authorized biography of this great 
fighter for purity. The story is one of 
life-and-death adventure, moral and phys- 
ical heroism, and incomparable achieve- 
ment. During the more than thirty years 
in which Mr, Comstock has been working 
for the suppression of vice he has destroyed 
nearly fifty tons of vile books, over 25,000 
pounds of stereotype plates, two and a 
half million obscene pictures, and over 
12,000 negatives. The detailed account 
of how all this was done is a most thrilling 
and remarkable story. 


$1.25, postpaid 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia 


YOURE WANTED 


We want a representative in every 
community of the United States 
and Canada, who is so situated that 
a part of his or her time can be de- 
voted to visiting the local Sunday- 
schools where The Sunday School 
Times is not now taken in clubs, 
introducing the paper to those who 
are not yet acquainted with it. 














'Sedal and Religious Service T® LIBERAL-GOMMISSION 


will be paid to persons who will 
devote- a considerable portion of 
their time to The Sunday School 
Times extension work. 


If you are so situated that you 
would be able to engage in this 
work, will you please address De- 
partment C, 


Tue Sunpay Scuoo.t Times Co., 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 














Heath’s book, which contains full directions 
for more than thirty entertainments suitable 
for patriotic, religious, and social occasions, 
A few of them are quite simple—several are 
merely recitations to be given by a single 
child—but the majority are designed for 


number of performers. 
full and clear, and charts and diagrams make 
it easy to carry them out. The collection 
includes marches, drills, exercises of various 
kinds, tableaux, and illustrated stories from 
the Bible, Pilgrim’s Progress and secular 
literature, Some of them have been given 
with great success at Christian Endeavor 
conventions and rallies. (United Socety of 
Christian Endeavor, $1.) 


The Psychology of Orthodoxy (By 
Elwin L. House, D.D.).—It is important 
to understand the relationship between mod- 
ern movements of religious psychology and 
the Christian church, and to. recognize that 
the church has all the real value of New 
Thought and Christian Science without their 
fundamental errors. Dr. House sets forth 
valuable teaching in this field. While all 
the chapters contain helpful, suggestive ma- 
terial, special attention may be called to the 
discussions of ‘* The Subconscious Mind,”’ 
**The Forces of Suggestion,’’ ** The Value 
of Auto-Suggestion,’’ and ‘*The Power of 
Affirmation.’’ The first chapter, ‘‘ An 
Available God,” strikes the keynote of the 
whole book. The criticism of Christian 
Science is marked by great pertinence, force, 





and fairness. The book abounds in illustra- 


platform presentation and require a large | 
The directions are | 


GORDON 


Boston’s Bible Institute 


A School of the Bible, of Calture, of Preaching, of Mis- 
sions, of Prayerand of Methods. Extended courses by 
prominenit interdenominational leaders. Boston advan- 
tages. ‘luition free ddress for catalog and corre- 
spondence Dean Nathan R. Wood, Bible 
aint 





ts 


Institute, Boston, 
Set 








THE BLIND HYMN-WRITER 





of Ninety- 


AS SHE TOLD IT TO 


Nearer,” “‘ Safe in the Arms of Jesus,” 
songs that will never die! 

Fanny Crosby was a happy soul. 
cheerfulness. During her long life she 


related, forming a fascinating record 








Fanny Crosby’s Story 


Every one knows the name of Fanny Crosby, and is familiar with her hymns and 
gospel songs. She was the author of over 8,000 immortal hymns. 
that has not heard and sung “ Rescue the Perishing, 


blind singer tells her own story, drawing on an extraordinary memory for the 
vivid recollections of nearly ninety years, The author knew “Aunt Fanny” 
intimately for more than twenty years, and it was during numerous visits to her 
home that she dictated the material here brought together. 
memories, impressions, and reminiscences never before 


name is known wherever the English tongue is known. 
The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 


Four Years 


S. TRAVENA JACKSON 


Who is there 
‘<itheg Draw Me Nearer, 
and ‘ Saved by Grace”’? They are the 


All who knew her testify to her unfailing 
met many celebrities. In this book the 


A book filled with 


of one whose $1.00 postpaid 


Wainut Street, Philadelphia 








rs 














